
SOUNDS OF OUR SAVIOR 

The Monthly Voice of 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, MD 20708 


301-776-7670 - FAX 301-776-2872 - E-MAIL office@oslclaurel.org 

WEB SITE www.oslclaurel.org 


Open Arms Ch ristian Child Development Center - 240-568-9352 


Welcome 
JULY 2014 


Our Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-filled, Christ-centered 
community, equipping God's people for God's work. 

\ 

http:www.oslclaurel.org
mailto:office@oslclaurel.org


II 

Dear Readers: 

Yes, it is July followed by August. Sunshine and clear days are just the combination you 
need to get things done outside. Oh, yeah! I forgot to add that it's also hot and humid. 
When you step outside, you immediately begin to roast. 

Be sure to read Pastor Peter's message on page 5. No matter what they say about the youth 
of the world, they do get hot when working outside in the heat, and maybe even a little bit 
cranky. Support them! See Natasha's article on page 11. 

There are many activities in which you can participate this summer. Vacation Bible School 
is one of them. See page 7. 

" .....all of us have an opportunity to shine with the light of God's love as we serve people 
wherever we go." Pastor Peter 

Love and peace, 
V~ 

FYI- The current issue ofthe Sounds is usually posted on the Our Savior Lutheran 
Church website (www.oslclaurel.org) at the time it is distributed at church (the first 
Sunday of the month). It remains on the website until publication of the following 
month s issue. The photos are in color. Left click on "News & Events" at the top of 
the page. Scroll down to Newsletters then left click on Sounds of Our Savior. Voila! 
You are there. 

Deadline for submission of articles for publication in the August 
issue of the Sounds is midnight, Friday, July 25. The Sounds will 
be distributed Sunday, August 3. The sooner you can send in 
your article, the better! And thanks!!~ 

r"7~~~-

~~'Wslettef 
'Deadline 

To submit articles/suggestions/corrections 
Contact: Donald L. Sheaffer 
donald-donna@verizon.net 
301-839-1824 

mailto:donald-donna@verizon.net
http:www.oslclaurel.org
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Vacation Bible School: July 21-25 



A MESSAGE FROM REV. PETER DEMIK 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

This month, I will again lead a group of 46 servants from five 
different states to work in Garrett County, Maryland. We will 
focus our efforts on six different homes to winterize (plug up 
holes in the walls), put skirts on trailers (always good for 
trailers to keep their skirts on), build handicap ramps, and put 
secondary fire exits on homes to keep their residents safe. These will certainly be 
productive projects to bless people. 

But I hope that they see Jesus in us. 

AJso during July, our youth group will be going to Kentucky with a large group of 
servants. They will certainly bless some folks there with physical resources and 
elbow grease to make their homes a little more livable. 

But I hope that they see Jesus in us. 

It is an honor and a privilege to travel to the underprivileged with a mission to help them. Everyone 
does not get to go to Garrett County. Everyone does not get to go to Kentucky. However, everyone 
is planted by God in a place where they can serve and honor him-and (because we don't live in the 
wilds of Montana) most of us have the honor and privilege of touching the lives of other people. In 
this area, we can impact LOTS of people. . 

What service opportunities will the month of July hold for you? To whom is God sending you? 
Where has he planted you to grow in His grace? Can you see the opportunities to blossom there 
with the love of God? 

I hear it from people in Garrett County each year. They are absolutely 
amazed that teenagers would give up a week of freedom during their 
summer break to break a sweat on behalf of those they've never met before. 
But we Christians do some pretty crazy things because we have a pretty 
crazy God. We're amazed at the love we have been shown by our Lord 
Jesus, and amazed by His broken body and the sweat and tears he shed 
along with his blood so that we can with joy know that we are forgiven and r tt: t 
loved and known by both Him and our heavenly Father. We love others YOuul j~fffi{)I\fit:, 
because He first loved us. He is our teacher. Service is what he did, so 
service is what we give. 

That's why I hope when people look at us doing crazy things, as we are often doing in July and 
September and December, and every month in between-that they see Jesus in us. 

And all of us, whether in Garrett County, Kentucky, Laurel, Ocean City, or beyond, Sunday by Sunday 
and every day in between-all of us have an opportunity to shine with the light of God's love as we 
serve people wherever we go. Can we bring a bit of the Son's shining into their summer days? Oh, 
that they would see Jesus in us! 

Happy July! Enjoy the love of God in Christ and share it wherever you are! 

In Jesus, [fa,6fcvt, [feh4 
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YOUTH MINISTR Y 

DIRECTOR, YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM - Donna Dark, 410/551-9286 


Director of Youth Ministries: Natasha Bowlds, 301/980-8994 

dbowlds{a)verizon. net 


YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
High School Week-long Trip to Kentucky 

Our Savior has a team of 28 youth and adults preparing to spend a 
week in Wilmore, Kentucky this summer working on homes, and 
encouraging the families we meet. We aim to learn about ourselves, 
others, nature and God. YOUTlr'I 


Mission Trip 

To fund our mission, we are selling Common and Preferred Stock. 

This is your chance to get in on the ground level! It's a Kingdom Investment reaping 
dividends for generations to come! Stock will be issued at the following price: Common 
Stock: $10 Preferred Stock: $25 As a stockholder, you will be invited to the shareholders 
meeting in August for a meal, fellowship with other shareholders, and fIrst hand accounts 
from participants. 

2014 
(Tentative calendar) VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

7/21: Mission Planning 
Vacation Bible School is from July 21-25. 

7/21-7/25: VBS 
Youth who have fInished 7th grade are 
welcome to help out. See Mrs. DeMik if 7/25: Pool party at the Howards 

you would like to assist. 7/27-8/2: Mission Trip 

8/23: Mission Dinner There will be a pool party at the Howard 
house for all youth on the last day - check 8/27: Confirmation Parent Meeting 
your email or ask Natasha for info! 

9/5-9/7: Assateague Camping 

Helping out 

atVBS 


ASSATEAGUE CAMPING! 

Mark your calendars now! September 5-7 all youth in grades 6-12 are 
welcome (and their friends!) to come spend the weekend camping at 
the beach. We will have an informal worship service, devotions, and Camping trip 
plenty of hangout time at the beach. More information is coming to , .,. ... .ue 
soon. 



~ ~~~z 
DiscoveR DeCIDE DEFEND I PETER 36 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JULY 21-25, 9:00 am to noon 


CALLING ALL AGENTS! Register now for VBS by visiting our church website, 
www.oslclaurel.org, and following the link under Upcoming Events. Please register 
before July 18 so that your identity badge will be ready when you report Monday 
morning! VBS is for agents from age 4 to the completion of 6th grade. 

SUPPORT STAFF Please look for our snack donation display in The Way. Take a 
slip of paper from an envelope and return it to church by July 20 with your donation. 
Your donations may be placed in the vault located in The Way or on the counter in the 
Fellowship Hall, clearly labeled for VBS. 

Does anyone have a flashing emergency light of some sort? Sometimes flashlights 
have a setting that allows for a blinking light. We would like to borrow it for our Security 
area. Please make sure it is clearly labeled with your name and place it on the counter 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please pray for all our Field Agents and Site Directors that God would inspire their 
preparations and give them energy and enthusiasm that is contagious to the kids who 
will fill our building during VBS. 

WEl.C,...... Setup for VBS will take place during the afternoon of Sunday, July 20. 
~~. Lunch will be provided for those who can stay after the 11 :00 service 

UBS ' ~:~ to help. l
WORH OHY Questions? Contact Michelle DeMik at pmdemik@verizon.net or 

• 240-568-6487. 

·ot"j:. 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 

debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman 

has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not 

commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do 

not covet," and whatever other commandment there may 

be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor 

as yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. 

Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. Romans 13.'8-10 


,. 
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The Lord has 
allowed us to see 

another summer for which we are thankful. 
During July and August, we take family 
vacations and reunite with friends and 
family we have not seen in a while. This 
gives us an opportunity to share our lives, 
our joys, and our accomplishments of the 
past days, months, and sometimes years. 
Most of the time, we talk about the winter, 
the school days, the foretaste of the feast to 
come. Most of us hope to share the joy of 
Jesus Christ and what He has done in our 
lives. 

We aspire to 
share the grace 
He has given us 
during this time
the grace He gave 
us during the gray 
ramy days and 

those bitter cold days when we could not go 
outside. Christ took care of us when we 
were inside alone waiting for the sun to 
shine and the water to warm so we could 
swim, play, and have fun with our family 
and friends. Some of us often said, "God, I 
am patiently waiting on summer." In the 
meantime, we prayed, meditated on His 
word and fellowshipped with our friends and 
family using the technologies He gave us 
such as email, face time, and kype. 

During the winter, we looked forward and 
hoped the summer months would come 
soon. While inside, we thought about what 
we wanted do in the upcoming summer 

THE JOYS OF SUMMER 

Derrick Miliner 

months. I pray that you will share your faith 
with a loved one or with a stranger at the 
beach, while hiking or even when sitting in 
the mall. Sharing what Christ has done for 
us may help someone enjoy the sunshine 
and happiness we all want out of summer. 
Summer brings us strength and energy that 
we need when those days of blue and gray 
return. 

Colossians 4:6 tells us to "Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone." As we enjoy the 
conversations and joys of summer, think on 
the grace of winter, the grace of spring, and 
the grace that God gives us this summer. 

I am hopeful you will be able to answer 
everyone with love, joy, peace, and kindness 
when you have those summer conversations. 
The joys of summer are not too long. July 
vacations at the beach or in the mountains 
followed by school starting in August. So 
enjoy these eight weeks of summer. The 
joys of summer are waiting for you. May 
your conversations be fruitful with the grace 
of Christ in your joy. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER 


AND ADEQUATE HYDRATION OF THE BODY 

Blessing Ndimantang RD, LD 

Water is an essential nutrient, even more 
important than any of the other 

nutrients needed by the body. It is the fluid of 
life, present in every cell tissue and organ of 
the body and affects every aspect of our 
health. Physiological studies reveal that muscle 
consists of approximately 75% water, brain 
about 90%, bone about 22%, and blood about 
83%. Besides the air we breathe, water is the 
single most important requirement of life. 

Without water humans can only survive 
for days, whereas deficiencies of the other 

nutrients may take weeks, months or even 
years to manifest overtly. It may therefore not 
be an exaggeration to say that water is the 
river on which our good life flows. 

Water plays a crucial role in disease 
prevention. It helps the body get rid of waste 
and toxins particularly from the digestive tract, 
as well as help relieve constipation. Without 
adequate water flowing through the body 
system to flush out waste and toxins, we 
would have accumulation of toxic metabolic 
waste in the body that will hinder liver and 
kidney function. When the body becomes 
dehydrated, it has a tendency to pull water 
from internal sources, the colon being one 
primary source. 

Water is a natural appetite suppressant 
that can also help the body to metabolize 

stored fat. Water is needed for proper 
circulation in the body. The levels of oxygen in 
the blood stream are greater when the body is 
well hydrated, and the more oxygen the body 
has readily available, the more fat it will burn. 
In addition to burning more fat through proper 
hydration, you will also have more energy as a 
result of increased oxygen. Adequate water 
intake can also help relieve fluid retention and 

bloating. When the body gets less water, 
it perceives this as a threat to survival and 

begins to hold what is available selfishly as 
though one is in a famine situation. Water is 
store in extracellular spaces outside the cell 
and this shows up as swollen feet, legs and 
hands. Diuretics are often used to provide 
temporary relief as they force out stored 
water and unfortunately some essential 
nutrients. Dehydration can actually make you 
look bloated and fat instead of thin. The best 
way to overcome such problem is to give the 
body what it needs, enough water to return it 
and its processes back to and its normal 

equilibrium. 

Note however, that not 
all fluid retention is a 
result of insufficient 
water intake. The body 
may retain fluid as a 
result of excess salt 
intake. Salt (sodium 

chloride) is essential for 
nerve transmission and 
muscle contraction, it 
also helps maintain acid base balance, 
however the body will tolerate sodium only in 
a certain concentration. The more salt you eat, 
the more water your body requires to get rid 
of excess salt and the more the kidneys are 
tasked as the water will force its way through 
the kidneys to take away excess sodium. 

Water helps the body maintain proper 
muscle tone, prevents muscle cramping, 

and lubricates cells and joints by giving the 
muscles their natural ability to contract and 
also to prevent dehydration. One's strength is 
dependent on maximum hydration as the 
muscle is approximately 75%, lubricating and 

-7' 
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cooling all the moving parts that work 
together. Adequate hydration of the body 
leaves the skin clear, healthy, resilient, and 
glowing. Water dilutes the calcium in our urine 
which could crystallize to form kidney stones if 
the body did not receive enough fluids. 

The classic question remains, "how much 
should we drink?" The answer to this question 
remains controversial. Really every person's 
fluid intake should be individualized based on 
some factors which may include different body 
metabolisms, health conditions, activity levels, 
climates, body size and weight. According to 
Ivan Track, MD, PhD, professor of Physiology at 
the Toulouse Hospital and University France "it 
appears that 'drinking enough' means drinking 
a volume that eliminates urinary wastes safely; 
this volume is greater than the usual 

an early and efficient measurement to assess 
optimal hydration, because it reflects the 
body's water balance. On the other hand the 
Institute of Medicine set general 
recommendations for women at 
approximately 2.7 liters (91 ounces) about 11 
cups of total water from all beverages and 
foods each day, and men an average of 

approximately 3.7 liters (125 ounces daily) 
about 15 cups of total water. Unless restricted 
due to certain health conditions, there is no 
Upper Tolerable Limit (UL) for water. 

As the hot weather takes its toll, stay 
adequately hydrated with fresh clean water. 

SUPPORT THE LIBERIAN MISSION 

Bring clean water and the word of God to 

the children of Flahntown, Liberia. Checks 

may be made out to OSLC, attention: 

Liberian Mission. 

recommendation "to drink to avoid thirst and 
becoming clinically 'dehydrated'." He went 
further to say that urine concentration may be 

10 
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MISSION CELEBRATION 

August 23 


Nataslza Bowlds 

Did you buy stock in the youth mission trip to Kentucky? 

It's not too late - and you can come celebrate with us when we get home! 


On August 23, the youth will prepare and host a dinner for all the shareholders who supported us in our 
mission to the Appalachians in Kentucky. We'll serve dinner at 5:30 and share our pictures and stories. 

Curious to know more about the Liberia Mission trip, what the next steps are, 
and how you can possibly join us in this adventure??? 

At 6:30 the entire congregation is invited for dessert and a presentation. Pastor Flahn and Sara Swecker 
will share about their trip with photos, videos, and stories ...and maybe a taste of traditional Liberian 
food. Dessert will be served at 6:30 pm. Presentation will start at 7:00 pm. Come and learn more about 
the Flahntown School and how your gifts and ministry skills could play an active part in this 
adventure. 

11 
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P'R-c1YeR ()f C()Nfe~~I()N 
jun{ll 

'iJrzrriek Milinrzr, Cizrtl[irzd bag Ministrzr 

Most h{lav{lnlg fath{lr, W{l conf{lss that W{l som{ltim{ls forg{lt that gou and 

gour son j{lSUS Christ ar{l on{l. W{l fail to r{lm{lmb{lr W{l ar{l on{l tog{lth{lr, 

plac{ld h{lr{lto glorifg gou through gour son j{lSUS Christ. W{l hurt on{l 

anoth{lr b{lcaus{l of our s{llfish d{lsir{ls, b{lcaus{l W{llOV{l ours{llv{ls mor{l than 

w{llov{l gou and oth{lrs. Your son ask{ld on our b{lhalf that gou prot{lct us so 

that W{l mag b{l on{l, as gou and Christ ar{l on{l. fath{lr, our hop{l is in gou 

through j{lSUS Christ. W{l prag{lrfullg ask that gou k{l{lp us as a p{lopk of on{l 

focus{ld on gour on{l mission for us to know th{l unconditionallov{l of gou, 

God th{l fath{lr; to grow our r{llationships with gour son, j{lSUS Christ and 

oth{lrs; and to go and shar{l gour word with th{l world. W{l ar{l trulg sorrg 

and W{l humblg r{lp{lnt. for th{l sak{l of gour ~on j{lSUS Christ hav{l m{lrcg on 

us and forgiv{l us that W{l mag walk in gour wags to th{l glorg of gour holg 

nam{ls. -c1m{ln. 

P'R-c1YeR -c1T peNTeC()~T 
jun{l8 

'iJrzrriek Milinrzr, Crzrtlfirzd bag frlinis trzr 

Most m{lrciful God, W{l com{l humblg b{lfor{l gour thron{l of graC{l, conf{lssing 

our sins to gou. W{l ar{l oft{ln unr{lsponsiv{l to gour ftolg ~pirit and 

som{ltim{ls W{l ar{l afraid. Wh{ln gour 110lg ~pirit sp{laks, W{l tum d{laf {lars, 

for W{l f{lar what gou might call us to do. Wh{ln gour ftolg ~pirit touch{ls our 

lips, W{l clos{l our mouths, {lmbarrass{ld to sp{lak gour Word. Wh{ln th{l winds 

of gour ftolg ~pirit blow, W{l clos{l th{l windows of our h{larts, afraid th{l 

br{l{lz{l will disrupt our ord{lr{ld liv{ls. Wh{ln th{l fir{l of gour ftolg ~pirit 

touch{lS us, W{l qU{lnch th{l flam{l, afraid of th{l n{lW lif{l it might bring. Cr{lat{l 

is in us a cl{lan h{lart, () God, and r{ln{lW a right spirit within us. Gracious and 

m{lrciful God, grant us forgiv{ln{lss, giv{l us gour lov{l so that W{l mag trulg b{l 

a church for all nations that will call upon gour nam{l and b{l sav{ld. In th{l 

nam{l of gour son, j{lSUS Christ, am{ln. 



A PRAYER FOR THE FAMILY OF GOD 
Kerry Blount 

W atching from the choir pews last week, I was filled with joy at the oneness I was experiencing 
with you as we gathered to celebrate Holy Communion. In the midst of our singing, I offered up 

a simple prayer for you all, thanking the Father for your faith and for the strength and encouragement 
you give me by worshipping and serving our God together. 

Later in the week, as I was reading our brother Paul's letter to the Ephesian church, I discovered the 
prayer I had really wanted to pray for you the previous Sunday morning as we shared the body and 
blood of our Savior. It is an ancient Christian prayer for the family of God, and it is my continuing 
prayer for every member of Our Savior: 

As I witness your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for the saints, I give thanks for 

you. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better. I pray also 

that the eyes of your hearts may be enlightened so that you may know the hope to which 

He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His 

incomparably great power for us who believe. 


And I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through 

His Spirit in your innermost being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith. I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 

the love of Christ. And that you may know this love that surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 


Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations. Amen. Ephesians 

1:15-19 and 3:16-21) 


"Be joyful always: pray continually,' give thanks in all circumstances, 

for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (I Thessalonians 5:16-18) 


We may have very little to give our friends; but however little goods we 
possess, we may give them the priceless treasure of our prayers. . 

There's still time! to register for Tending the Flame, August 1-3, in 
Richmond, Virginia. Visit the Ministry Center in The Way or talk 
with Tina for more information or to register 

13 
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NEWS FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
Ellie Ramsay 

NEWS RELEASE 

Ambassador Daniel V. Speckhard Named 
President and CEO of Lutheran World 
Relief. Ambassador Daniel V. Speckhard, of 
McLean, Va., will be the next president and chief 
executive officer of Lutheran World Relief (L WR), 
effective July 1. Speckhard succeeds the Rev. Dr. 
John Nunes, who served from 2007 to 2013. Jeff 
Whisenant, LWR's executive vice president, has led 
L WR as interim president and CEO during the 
search for Nunes' replacement. 

"It is a privilege to welcome Daniel Speckhard as 
LWR's president and CEO," said Gloria Edwards, 
LWR's board chair after the election of Speckhard 
in a special meeting last week. Ambassador 
Speckhard is currently a senior advisor at Palantir 
Technologies and a non-resident senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution. Speckhard has served in 
various high-level diplomatic roles in both 
Republican and Democratic administrations. Most 
recently, he was U.S. ambassador to Greece from 
2007 to 2010. He has also served as deputy chief of 
mission at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, director 
of the Iraq Reconstruction Management Office, 
deputy assistant secretary general for political 
affairs at NATO, and the U.S. ambassador to 
Belarus. Earlier in his career he was an expert on 
foreign assistance programs and the chalIenges 
facing countries in transition. He speaks Russian 
and French and is a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and the Atlantic Council. 

Speckhard holds master's degrees in economics and 
in public policy and administration, and a 
bachelor's degree in economics, all from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. A descendant of 
a long line of Lutheran pastors, Speckhard currently 
attends the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in 
McLean, Va., where he lives with his wife Anne. 
They have three grown children. 

2013 ANNUAL REPORT UPDATES 
• 	 L WR is working with farmers to cope with 

changing climate conditions in Burkina Faso. 
• 	 In India they are helping farmers grow more 

rice with less water. 

• 	 In Peru a project to improve irrigation and 
reintroduce native potato varieties means 
families are getting better equipped to feed and 
support themselves. 

• 	 In EI Salvador, Uganda and India women 
farmers, who represent a majority of those 
living in extreme poverty, projects that work to 
ensure women and men benefit equally are 
being piloted. 

• 	 In Indonesia mangrove forests are being 
planted to protect coastlines from storm surges. 

• 	 For additional information, see LWR.org 

QUILTING FOR LWR 

I n 2013, LWR shipped more than 451,000 quilts 
to 20 countries. At Our Savior we were able to 

contribute 32 in 2013. This year we haven't been 
able to reach that number. Three of our members 
have sewn a total of 22 quilts. We have two groups 
of ladies who get together to do the tying of the 
quilts. The evening group meets on the last Tuesday 
of the month but due to some of the extreme 
weather we've had to cancel several meetings. The 
morning group met on the last Thursday of the 
month and was able to meet more often. Thanks to 
all and for several donations of fabric. We do 
expect to auction one (only one) quilt to give 
financial support to the sewers. More information 
will follow. For information about the group, 
contact Ellie Ramsay at elramsay@comcast.net or 
410-715-8757. 

mailto:elramsay@comcast.net


OSLC BOARD OF GOVERNANCE MEETING 

Minutes, May 21, 2014 
 ~14t\, r:::_~:.~~ andAttendance: Michelle Sager, Larry Malinowski, Madeline Stein - ~ 

Todd Howard, Helen Harrington, Allen 
Hueffmeier, Julia Heneks, Pastor Peter DeMik, 
and Rachel Clark 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order 
by Julia Heneks at 7:15 pm. Michelle Sager led 
in prayer and provided a brief devotion based 
upon Psalm 118:24, reminding us that there 
are ten resolutions one can make upon waking 
in the morning. Each will give pleasure, but 
willpower is needed to keep them. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the last 
meeting were approved as written. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Peter reported that he 
has begun recruitment for the Campus 
Administrator position, and that Donna Dark is 
now the full-time Director of Worship 
Administration. Donna has the Grapevine 
duties in addition to her other responsibilities 
and has assumed some of the administrative 
responsibilities that were assigned to the 
Elders. Tina McGuffy has assisted in 
processing the payroll until the Campus 
Administrator position is filled . 

The repair to the tower is completed and 

although we had rain last week, there were no 
leaks. 

Work needs to be completed on the upgrade 
of the computer system before a transfer can 
be made from Verizon to Comcast. 

The agreement with Safe Harbor Counseling 
Services has been signed. They plan to move 
into the allocated space in June. 

Open Arms: Rachel Clark reported the total 
number of children enrolled as of the end of 
May is 179. Her main area of concern is 
having adequate staffing to fulfill their needs. 
Two additional staff members are leaving: 

Jacob McCurry. .---E- Governance She 
Board News

recently hired three 
staff to fill the existing vacancies. The new 
members are Amy Bulluck-Thomas, Betty Ross, 
and Ebonique JustBuddy. 

Information has been received for the new 
accreditation they will be seeking next year. 

Financial Report: Larry Malinowski reported 
that the finances look very good. He will be 
prepared to do a status update for the up
coming Congregational Assembly. 

Nominations for Board: Julia Heneks reported 
that she has received two nominations. Helen 

Harrington stated that Mark Middlebusher 
indicated his desire to run, and Pastor Peter 
said that Clint Bradley indicated that he would 
place his name in nomination. A discussion 
was held regarding whether or not the Board 
needed to vote to fill three or four vacancies. 
The by-laws indicate that when there is a 
vacancy on the Board during the term, the 
Board can appoint someone to fill the vacancy 
until the next election is held. 

Congregational Assembly Agenda: Several 
items were discussed for inclusion on the 
assembly agenda: 

A continuing resolution to change the 
church's budget year from October 1 to 
September30, to September 1 through 
August 30 to conform with Open Arms 
budget school year. 
A continuing resolution to extend a call 

to Marta Steinbach. 
A resolution to offer support to Derrick 
Milner for Concordia Seminary's 
Specific Ministry Pastoral Program. 
An update on the home visits. 
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Installation of new Board Members: It was 
determined that the installation could be held 
either June 8 or June 15. Pastor Peter will 
make the final decision. 

Adjournment: 9:15 pm with prayer lead by 
Michelle Sager. Next J30ard meeting: June 18 . 

-l• Respectfully Submitted,
Helen Harrington, Recording Secretary 

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
and so became the father of many nations, just 
as it had been said to him, "So shall your 
offspring be." Without weakening in his faith, 
he faced the fact that his body was as good as 
dead--since he was about a hundred years old-
and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet he 
did not waver through unbelief regarding the 
promise of God, but was strengthened in his 
faith and gave glory to God, being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he 
had promised. Romans 4: 18-21 

HOPE: Character produces hope. "I do not like 

crises," said Lord Reith, "but I do like the 

opportunities they provide." The character which 

has endured the test always emerges in hope. 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
donna sheaffer 

HELP NEEDED! 

Supporting 
Our Military 

Many! pocket prayer cloths will be blessed 
Sunday, July 27. Each one needs to have a card 
attached via a ribbon and put into a sandwich 
bag. If you would like to have something to do 
while watching TV, this is it a perfect solution! 
I will supply the pocket prayer cloths, ribbon, 
cards, and sandwich bags. Please let me know 
if you can help: donna _ donald@ymai1.com / 
301-839-1824. 

mailto:donald@ymai1.com


WORK DAY TOMORROW! 
8:30 - 4:00 

Active and in-the-area people at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Message from: Peter DeMik 
June 20,2014 

Although we may have some rain in the forecast, we're hoping for a great day of serving! 

We have some electrical jobs. We have some bulbs to change. We have some cleaning to do and 
windows to wash. We have some weeding to do and mulch to move around each tree on our property. 

But one of the bigger projects we'd like to do would be to re-seal the parking lot. To prepare the 
parking lot for this, we'll need to clear it ofall loose debris. We'll need gas powered blowers, electric 
blowers (with extension cords) stiff-bristled wide push brooms, and flat shovels brought in for the 
cause--along with strong arms to work them. 

God is very good, and has given us a marvelous campus to take care of. Let's work together to do 
just that! 

See you there! 


]Jasi"" ]Jtlitl" and 'RidvL~ 


PHOTOS BY ROGER 

-+ 
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DON'T KILL THE MESSENGER! By Donald Ray Soeken 

June 5, 2014 
It was a sad day when I first realized that 
whistle blower protection programs are 
necessary things, not only in a few corrupt 
institutions but in institutions everywhere, and 
that something bad in our nature wins out, time 
and time again, over our collective sense of 
fairness and justice when it comes to dealing 
with people who expose the truth of an 
institution's failings. But we're forced to face 
this fact--even, for example, when watching 
tonight's evening news: for I have to think that 
the fear of whistleblower retribution had 
something to do with those reports of faulty 
ignition switches not making their way up to 
the higher administration at GM. 

Today we're very happy to bring you a book 
review on the topic of whistleblowing and truth 
telling by a man who needs no introduction: Ed 
Schroeder, Crossings co-founder and original 
proprietor of Thursday Theology. 

Peace and Joy, 
Carol Braun, for the editorial team 

DON'T KILL THE MESSENGER! How 
America's Valiant Whistleblowers Risk 
Everything in Order to Speak Out Against 
Waste, Fraud and Abuse in Business and 
Government. By Donald Ray Soeken. 
North Charleston, SC: CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing Platform, 2014. 196 
pages, paperback, $15.00 Reviewed by Edward 
H. Schroeder. 

The subtitle tells all. Nine chapters, nine case 
studies, of whistleblowers who have been 

Soeken's clients (or is it patients?) as little 
Davids tangling with mega-Goliaths, about the 
truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth. 

Theologically speaking, Soeken's nine case 
studies confirm what Jaroslav Pelikan (my 
teacher sixty-five years ago) said his Slovak 
grandmother told him (sic!) was the "indelible 
character of original sin." Soeken exposes not 
just the "sins" of waste, fraud and abuse in 
business and govenunent, but the "original 
sin," that primordial bent in humans to bend 
everything they can lay their hands on to 
promote their own perceived advantage. In 
these nine cases we see that "bent" swinging 
into action by those exposed when the whistle 
blows, swinging into action to save themselves 
by destroying the whistleblower. 

In the Reformation era, Philip Melanchthon 
used the Latin term 'inclinatio' when 
discussing original sin to pinpoint the primal, 
the original, "shape" of sinners (before they 
engage in any actions). The shape of sinners is 
like an inclined plane, he said, where 
everything that surfaces out from me always 
rolls in the same direction-to my perceived 
advantage and to aid and abet my agendas. 

That principle shows up to the nines in these 
nine case studies. With their wickedness 
exposed, folks retaliate by exposing this 
inciinatio, rolling every stone they can get their 
hands on down the inclined plane to destroy the 
whistleblower. In most of Soeken's mne 
chapters, they succeed III "killing" the 
messengers (even though they are still 
breathing), because a messenger's message, the 
plain truth, is a fearful truth that has to be killed 
if they are to survive. Kill the messenger and 
the message will be killed too. 

It's always David and Goliath whom we meet 
in these standoffs, one person and some 
juggernaut-military contractor, the federal 
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government, even the U.S. Marine Corps and 
the Library of Congress. (Yes, also the NSA
long before Snowden.) Of course, the 
juggernauts all have human faces. It's seldom a 
faceless bureaucracy that the whistleblowers 
encounter, but rather the real faces of real 
people within the bureaucracy, who are in 
positions of power and perpetrating hanky
panky. They all have faces and names. And to 
save face, they roll down the stones on the 
whistleblowers, Goliath-sized boulders 
compared to David 's pebbles in the hands of 
the truth tellers. 

Rarely in Soeken' s nine cases does the pebble
slinger come out on top. One did survive: 

"Unlike most whistleblowers, Franz Gayl had 
beaten the odds. Described throughout the 
national news media as a 'hero' who'd risked 
his career in order to tell the truth about abuses, 
he was now being praised at the highest levels 
of the federal government, including the Vice 
President ofthe United States" (100). 

So why do they do it? Masochism? Not so, says 
Soeken. And he should know, with his M.A. in 
social work and his Ph.D. in Human 
Development-and, most of all, his twenty
seven years in the U.S. Public Health Service, a 
field officer at the Mental Health Study Center 
of the National Institutes of Mental Health in 
Washington, where, he tells us, "I've done my 
best to help literally thousands of 
whistle blowers in their efforts to speak out 
against fraud, waste, and abuse in both 
government and business" (vi). Now retired 
from a career he didn't really choose, he ranks 
as America's best-known counselor to 
whistleblowers and has been profiled in The 
New York Times, Parade magazine, and CBS ' s 
60 Minutes. 

"They're not crazy," he says, though that is the 
regular charge coming from the Goliaths who 
are exposed when they turn on the lights. 
They're committed to an ethics of truth, he tells 
us, often imprinted into them in the family of 
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their childhood, where "Don't tell lies" was a 
primal proverb of daily life. 

We get snippets of Soeken's own childhood too 
in his stories. (And he is a superb storyteller.) 
The shape of Soeken's own life came from a 
similar ethos of truth. Kansas wheat-farmer 
family. German and German-Russian 
immigrant forbears. A Lutheran communal 
ethos pervading the extended family. 
Grandfather Henry Soeken, a "formidable 
presence" in his life. That's how it started. And 
then he left the farm. 

"I got lucky and won myself a football 
scholarship to Valparaiso University," he tells 
us, where, when off the gridiron, he wound up 
doing a theology degree 0), which "though I 
never imagined it at the time ... would also help 
to provide the inspiration for my decision to 
specialize in counseling truth tellers who 'crash 
and burn' because of psychic stress that 
invariably accompanies the act of going public 
with reports of wrongdoing" (8). 

Fast forward through grad school and getting a 
job in Washington, D.C. "By late 1977, I had 
been promoted to Chief Social Worker at the 
U.S. Public Health Service Outpatient Clinic," 
where one of his tasks was administering 
"fitness-for-duty examinations" with folks 
under stress. "When I questioned the unhappy 
workers who'd been required to take the 
exams, I discovered that most of them weren't 
mentally ill. In far too many cases, in fact, they 
had simply run afoul of their bosses
frequently after blowing the whistle on some 
illegal or unethical practice that was taking 
place at the job site." And that's where his 
career path shifted. The nine case studies are 
also chapters in the author's own life. 

Wilma Jefferson was the first one. Her story is 
chapter one. From her he heard this: "Dr. 
Soeken ... all this happened because my 
supervisor made me take the 'fitness-for-duty' 
psychiatric exam. That's why I lost my job. 
They rigged the results of that exam, and I am 
not crazy. And do you know why I was ordered 
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to take the test in the first place? It's because I 
blew the whistle on all the overtime padding 
that was going on in my department." 

The consequence of this conversation? 
"Because of her valorous moral leadership, I 
became inspired to help whistleblowers by 
doing my best over the years to provide them 
with psychological counseling, moral support, 
temporary housing, legal expert-witness help, 
and a dozen other services that would hopefully 
make their violent struggles a little bit easier. 
Because of Wilma Jefferson and many others 
like her, I became a specialist in helping 
whistleblowers to stand tall in the service of 
truth" (19). The book is dedicated to Wilma 
Jefferson. 

Because Soeken was an insider to the system, 
he knew where the levers were and he put his 
hand to them, often using the rules of one 
bureaucracy to countermand the rules of 
another in order to rescue a victim. Most often 
the whistleblower still was the loser. Yet 
sometimes the loser wound up "winning by 
losing." Winning for others, by losing for 
himself. Sound familiar? Like Isaiah 53 or 
Philippians 2? 

Now and then Soeken's storytelling tiptoes into 
theology. Mostly-no surprise-into left-hand
kingdom territory, where God's scales of equity 
justice rule, where violations of that equity 
justice do get exposed-and where just deserts 
are called for. And where the whistleblowers 
themselves "rely on the law," God's law of 
preservation, God's law of recompense, to 
animate their courage and determination to tell 
the truth. 

We don't get any explicit data from Don on the 
right-hand-regime resources that any of his 
nine prophets may have had available and put 
to use to get a "Second Wind," a holy gust, to 
undergird their law-reliant truth telling. That 
would amount to drawing on Isaiah and 
Philippians. Did any of them have that 
additional Holy Gust, or didn't they? That's 
something I'd like to ask Don about. For, in the 

fiery furnace these truth tellers all got tossed 
into, did I-or did I not-see another figure 
sometimes standing beside them? One with the 
"appearance of a son of God," as showed up 
amidst the flames in the prophet Daniel's 
original case study? Then again, it might just 
have been the reflection of that Son, one of his 
brothers, there in the furnace with them, to wit, 
the author of this book. 

Deep background for Crossings folks: 

What I have kept secret so far is Don Soeken's 
connection with Crossings. Fifty years ago and 
just last year. Fifty years ago in doing that 
theology major at Valparaiso University, where 
Bob Bertram and yours truly were his teachers. 
"Ur-crossings" (paleo-crossings?) was the new 
theology curriculum that Bertram had finessed 
through university politics as course 
requirements for all entering students. Bob 
Schultz and I were among the planners and 
schemers. The prime pedagogical goal was 
linking faith to daily life with Biblical texts 
from the Sunday lectionary as groundings, and, 
for students thoughtful enough, linking such 
text-grounded faith to the daily work they'd be 
doing after they got their diplomas. 

This book is the report card for how that all 
came out for Don Soeken. 

Fast-forward half a century. Last year Don got 
the idea and then put together all the pieces to 
create the Crossings Legacy Fund, something 
none of us old hands had ever thought of. But 
Don took us by the hand and showed us how it 
could be done. And then he did it. Said fund 
has already grown to six figures and is now 
underwriting executive director Steve Kuhl's 
Joshua-and-Caleb-like sorties into previously 
unexplored territories across the Jordan. 

Don Soeken has the same magnificent 
obsession for truth telling that his heroes have. 
Makes me wonder. Was it not only Grandpa 
Soeken and family life on the farm in Kansas, 
but also that college theology major? 
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Which prompts the following sortie into 
theology and into the theology major at 
Valparaiso University back in Don Soeken's 
day. 

THE ORDER OF TRUTH 

Back in Don's day, the regular textbook for 
Christian Ethics at Valparaiso University was 
the English translation of Werner Elert's The 
Christian Ethos. Don Soeken took the ethics 
course when it was my turn to teach it. Mad 
young Turks that we junior faculty were, we 
inflicted this German professor's seminary
level textbook on liberal arts undergrads! And 
Don was there. 

At the end of chapter three, "The 
Configurations [Ordnungen, the original 
German term] of Daily Life in Ethos under the 
Law," there come concluding paragraphs on the 
Ordnung of Truth. 'Ordnung' is Elert's tenn 
for the what and where, the "specs" that God 
"ordains"-hence, Ordnung-for each of us 
images of God to live out our unique existence. 
The Ordnungen are the basic givens of a 
person's own biography. Namely, this 
particular family of this particular father and 
mother, these specific siblings, this place on the 
planet, this ethnic heritage, this specific society, 
this time in history, this economic system, this 
government, this daily work, these multiple 
callings to be God's person, God's image (= 
reflector) at this spot in time and history. 

All of these ordainings, configurations, are 
people-linked realities. Me and my 
relationships. 

Underlying them all, says Elert, is the Ordnung 
of Truth. Only when truth is passing back and 
forth in these relationships is the relationship 
"in order," wholesome, nourishing, life
enhancing. Destroy truth telling in any of the 
Ordnungen-marriage, family, government, 
the workplace-and chaos takes over. 

Worse still, the ancient enemy of the creator, 
the devil [diabolos = destroyer] takes over. 

Remember, Jesus designates him the "father of 
lies." Deception, destruction, death is the 
sequence in this unholy triad. Which is, of 
course, the ancient Biblical story of the lie 
replacing truth, with the Father of Lies entering 
human history. 

That story unfolds something like this. The 
Ordnung of the relationship between creator 
and human creature is that the former sets the 
specs for the existence of the latter. Potter and 
pot is Jeremiah's image for this. Present in 
Eden are two trees. Tree of Life, tree of the 
knowledge of Good and Evil. The Creator has 
the knowledge of Good and Evil, knowledge 
that is beyond the capacity of the human 
creature. Ditto for the Tree of Life with its 
multi-dimensions far beyond the limits of 3-D 
humans. "Hands off both of these. Don't try to 
take over the jurisdiction of either one. It's a 
turf beyond your abilities. You have no 
antermae for operating in a 4-D, 5-D, 6-D 
universe. To try to do so is suicide. You shall 
surely die. That's the TRUTH in the 
Creator/creature relationship." 

Aha, but now comes the deceiver: "Think about 
it. God says good/evil management is deity
alone turf. But you humans are already close 
enough, just as unique creatures, to the turf of 
deity. Just look once at the good/evil 
knowledge tree. Patently good, right? You can 
see that on your own. God's no-no can't be the 
truth, can it? He says it's deity-alone turf. 
Might that not mean this? If/when you take 
over good/evil management yourself, you 
become deity. Now is that something good or 
not?" 

But it's a lie. It triggers the 3-D triad of 
deception, destruction, death, the tragic 
constants of human history as far back as we 
can trace it. 

Each of Soeken's cases replicates the ancient 
Eden story. The foundations themselves are 
damaged-at worst, destroyed-when truth is 
replaced by the lie as humans interact in the 
multiple linkages they have with each other and 



with the creation itself. Also, of course, the 
ground-of-being relationship with the Creator. 
And no wonder: the Destroyer is the Father of 
Lies. To destroy any of the Creator's 
ordainings-and, eventually, the creatures in 
those configurations-is the Ur-agenda of the 
"mystery of wickedness." All he needs to do is 
to nudge them (us) to stop "truthing" it with 
one another. 

That may be the "deep background," Don
why the multitude of truth tellers you have 
aided all these years so seldom come out as 
obvious winners. They are wrestling with a foe 
even greater than Northrup Corporation, the 
USMC, the U.S. government. It is God's own 
"old evil foe" who is in the mix, "who means 
deadly woe. Deep guile (= deceit) and great 
might are his dread arms in fight. On earth is 
not his equal" (Luther, verse one, "A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God"). 

Yet these nine people, with you as ally, are still 
alive, though battered and beaten, when you 
bring these chapters to closure. Who, who all, 
was their ally? 

So tell us more, Don. You're a theologian. You 
surely sang (doubtless memorized!) Luther's 
"A Mighty Fortress" hymn already back on the 
fann in Kansas. Was Luther's next verse in the 
mix too for some of these truth tellers? Possibly 
transmitted by you? I wonder. 

With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there's none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

Edward H. Schroeder 
St. Louis MO 
May 22,2014 

For more infonnation on Crossings, or to 
support Crossings financially, visit 
www.crossings.org. 

A personal note from Don: 

I helped the Crossings group to set up their 
Endowment at the Lutheran Community 
Foundation which within months was give a 
gift of $500,000 by one of Ed's former 
students. Hence this review came out on a 
byline of Thursday Theology which was a part 
of the program of the Crossing group which 
was founded by two of my fonner professors 
Ed and Bob Bertram. I graduated from Valpo in 
1964. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY... 
... is our congregation's one-on

one CAREGIVING MINISTRY. 

God works through Stephen 

Ministers to plant a seed of hope and 

healing in a person whose life seems barren and 

forlorn because of some crisis, tragedy, or life 

difficulties. 

Do you or someone you know need a Stephen 

Minister? If so, call Pastor Peter through the 

church office or Doni Karen Soeken, Stephen 

Minister leaders: 410-461-6649. 

CHRIST CARING FOR 

PEOPLE THROUGH 

PEOPLE 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 


Rev. James A. Schouweiler 

680 East Main Street 


Fremont, Michigan 49412-9714 

Church Office: (231) 924-2707 - Church: (231) 924-2390 


Fax: Call Church Office 

Email: redeemerfremont@comcast.net 


Our Mission: 

To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 
and to become more like Him. 

May 27,2014 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
13611 Laurel Bowie Road 
Laurel, MD 20708 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

On Sunday, May 25,2014, our congregation prayed for you in our worship services and we will be praying 
for you all week in our Prayer Chain. We are convinced that God wants us to pray for the church at large. 
Thus, we are praying for a different congregation of the Missouri Synod, on a weekly basis. 

We praise the Lord for your continued commitment to spreading the Gospel to those who are 
living in the region around your church. We pray that God would grant you wisdom and zeal to reach out, 
seeking the lost and straying, to bring them into the fold of Christ, that He may be glorified! 

It is our joy to be working with you, in sharing the eternal Good News of Jesus with those who are yet to be 
made alive in Him, We support your ministries, by praying that God would shower you abundantly with His 
blessings, to bring peace and health to your lives. May He work harmony among you, and protect you from 
every evil design of our crafty enemy, Satan, who never ceases in his work to sow confusion and discord, 
especially in the church of Jesus Christ, to try to stop its mission. 

The enclosed Prayer Sheets with signatures and messages upon them testify to the love and support that you 
may expect, from your brothers and sisters in the Lord here at Redeemer Lutheran Church of Fremont, 
Michigan. 

May God bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May 
He lift up His countenance upon you, and grant you His peace. Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

.1 ....'I . i"!
j _ /".·U·I·' . L"A....~~ 

Rev. James A.Schouweiler 
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This was sent in an email from Roger Engstrom. Many ofyou received it, but we thought 
it was worth a reprint. 

A Baby's Hug ,.. 

We were the only family with children in the restaurant. I sat Erik in a high chair and 
noticed everyone was quietly sitting and talking. Suddenly, Erik squealed with glee and 
said, 'Hi.' He pounded his fat baby hands on the high chair tray. His eyes were crinkled 
in laughter and his mouth was bared in a toothless grin, as he wriggled and giggled with 
merriment. 

I looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It was a man whose pants were 
baggy with a zipper at half-mast and his toes poked out of would-be shoes. His shirt was 
dirty and his hair was uncombed and unwashed. His whiskers were too short to be called 
a beard and his nose was so varicose it looked like a road map. 

We were too far from him to smell, but I was sure he smelled. His hands waved and 
flapped on loose wrists. 'Hi there, baby; hi there, big boy. I see ya, buster,' the man 
said to Erik. 

My husband and I exchanged looks, 
'What do we do?' 

Erik continued to laugh and answer, 'Hi.' 

Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the man. The old geezer 
was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby. Our meal came and the man began 
shouting from across the room, 'Do ya patty cake? Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, 
he knows peek- a-boo.' 

Nobody thought the old man was cute. He waS obviously drunk. 

My husband and I were embarrassed. We ate in silence; all except for Erik, who was 
running through his repertoire for the admiring skid-row bum, who in turn, reciprocated 
with his cute comments. 

We finally got through the meal and headed for the door. My husband went to pay the 
check and told me to meet him in the parking lot. The old man sat poised between me 
and the door. 'Lord, just let me out of here before he speaks to me or Erik,' I prayed. 
As I drew closer to the man, I turned my back trying to sidestep him and avoid any air 
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he might be breathing. As I did, Erik leaned over my arm, reaching with both arms in a 
baby's 'pick-me-up' position. Before I could stop him, Erik had propelled himself from 
my arms to the man. 

Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young baby 
consummated their love and kinship. Erik in an act of 
total trust, love, and submission laid his tiny head upon 
the man's ragged shoulder. The man's eyes closed, and 
I saw tears hover beneath his lashes. His aged hands 
full of grime, pain, and hard labor, cradled my baby's 
bottom and stroked his back. No two beings have ever 
loved so deeply for so short a time. 

I stood awestruck. The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and his eyes opened 
and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm commanding voice, 'You take care of this 
baby.' 

Somehow I managed, 'I will,' from a throat that contained a stone. 

He pried Erik from his chest, lovingly and longingly, as though he were in pain. I received 
my baby, and the man said, 'God bless you, ma'am, you've given me my Christmas gift.' 

I said nothing more than a muttered thanks. With Erik in my arms, I ran for the car. My 
husband was wondering why I was crying and holding Erik so tightly, and why I was 
saying, 'My God, my God, forgive me.' 

I had just witnessed Christ's love shown through the innocence of a tiny child who saw 
no sin, who made no judgment; a child who saw a soul, and a mother who saw a dirty 
exterior. I was a Christian who was blind, holding a child who was not. I felt it was God 
asking, 'Are you willing to share your son for a moment?' when He shared His for all 
eternity. How did God feel when he put his baby in our arms 2000 years ago? 

The ragged old man, unwittingly, had reminded me, 'To enter the Kingdom of God, we 
must become as little children. ' 

Sometimes, it takes a child to remind us of what is really important. We must always 
remember who we are, where we came from and, most importantly, how we feel about 
others. 
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Liberia Container Arrives 

Our first shipment to Liberia arrived in Februaryl Goods will be delivered to hospitals and 

orphanages. 

Cameroon Container Arrives 

In May 2014 our Cameroon container arrived and was received by Pr. Samuel Frouisou of 

Lutheran Hour Ministries. He will work with leaders of the Brethren Lutheran Church of 

Cameroon to distribute goods to those in need. Special thanks to the Lutheran Layman's 

League, Capital District and all who made this possible. 

~ 
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Storm Victim in Crisfield, MD Gets House 

Annie Johnson (below in red) received a new house thanks to a collaboration of many aid 

organizations OGT contributed $20,000 towards materials and several OGT supporters 

participated in the construction . 

Thank you to everyone who made this effort possib le! 
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LookingIPlanning Ahead (Special Non-Routine Events) - OSLC Key Dates - Are these on ~our calendar? 

Date Day Activity Location 
Estimated 
Timeframe POC Comments 

July 

7112-19/2014 Sat-Sat Pastor Peter's Garrett County Mission Trip Garrett County, MD All Day Each Day Pastor Peter DeMik Pray for those attending! 

7/21-25/2014 Mon-Fri Vacation Bible School- Lifeway's Agency D3 OSLC 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon Michelle DeMik 
All are welcome! Please 
invite family and friends. 

7/27 - 8/2/2014 Sun-Sat 
High School Mission Trip to Kentucky - help with home 

repair for low-income families in the Appalachians Kentucky All Day Each Day Natasha Bowlds 

High School Youth & 
Chaperones who have signed 

up I 

August 

8/1-3/2014 Fri-Sun 

Tending the Flame - SED LCMS Outreach Conference 
Get Off Your Donkey! Help Somebody and HeLp 

YourseLf with Reggie McNeal 

DoubleTree by 
Hilton, 1021 Koger 

Center Blvd., 
Richmond, V A I :00 PM Fri - 11 :30 AM Sun Tina McGuffey 

All are welcome! Please 
invite family and friends. 

http ://www.se. lcms.org/ttf20 
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8/23 /2014 Sat OSLC Kentucky Mission Trip StockhoLders Dinner OSLC 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM Natasha Bowlds 
for Mission Trip Preferred 
and Common Stockholders 

8/24/2014 Sun Kingdom Quest Kick-off Rally Day OSLC 9:40 AM - 10:40 AM Jeannine L'Heureux All are welcome! 

8/27/2014 Wed OSLC Conflrmation Orientation OSLC 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Natasha Bowlds 
For parents of 6th-8th 

Graders 
8/27/2014 Wed OSLC Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals Resume OSLC 7:3 0 PM - 9:00 PM Marilyn Murchison All are welcome! 

8/28/2014 
9/8/2014 

Thurs-
Mon Book Fair OSLC Library 

Weekdays: 3:30 PM - 6:30 
PM; 

Sundays: 9:30-11 :30 Rachel Clark Come one, come all! 
September 

9/5-7/2014 Fri-Sun 
Youth Group Camping Trip at Assateague Island State 

Park, MD 
Assateague Island 

State Park 5:00 PM Fri - 2:00 PM Sun Natasha Bowlds 
High School, Middle School 

& Chaperones 

9/10/2014 Wed 

Cherub Choir (grades K-2) 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM 
Youth Choir (grades 7-12): 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM 

ChiLdren's Bible Study (grades 3-6): 5:00 PM - 5:30 
PM 

Dinner for all (fee): 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
ChiLdren's Choir (grades 3-6) 6:00 PM - 6:45 PM 
Confirmation (grades 7-8): 6: 15 PM - 7:45 PM 

High schooL group (grades -12): 6:15 PM -7:45 PM 
AduLt Bible Study: 6:15 PM - 7:25 PM 

OSLC - Whole 
Church 5:00 PM - 8:30 PM Church Staff All are weLcome! 

9/28/2014 Sun Congregational Assembly 
OSLC Fellowship 

Hall 12:30 PM - 3:00 PM Governance Board All are welcome! 

N 
LD 
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Ted Petito 

The current budget requires $17,408 weekly giving to the General Fund. The figures reflect 
average giving for the five weeks of June at $13,681.90. This is a shortfall of $3,726.10 per 

week. The number of known weekly giving units for each week of the month is listed below. 

TOTAL GIVING 

300.00 30.00 790.00 
190.00 150.00 .00 
221.55 182.85 

Debt Retirement 180.00 30.00 250.00 

Pastors' Disc. 340.00 895.00 220.00 


~.,.---
Other 90.85 282.00 445.00 

PLATE 
OFFERINGS -I -

I I. ,. ~. .
1- I~ 

Debt Retirement 180.00 30.00 250.00 - 30.00 490.00 
Pastors'Disc. 340.00 895.00 220.00 140.00 150.00 1,745.00 

Other 90.85 212.00 445.00 201.55 182.85 1,132.25 

SIMPLE GIVING 

OFFERINGS 


Debt Retirement 

Pastors'Disc. 


Other 

I 

70.00 

300.00 300.00 
50.00 50.00 
20.00 90.00 

# of Known 
Giving: 87 91 72 76 70 

Attention: Please put the offering amount and whether it is cash or check on your giving 

envelopes (both general use and designated assigned ones). This information is useful to 

the counters so they do not have to open every envelope to ascertain this basic 

information. Thanks for making our counting easier! 

http:3,726.10
http:13,681.90
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1 Jul 	 Vera Flahn 
Mark Purtilo 
Jerry Radas 
Jenny Webb 

2 Jul 	Dana Bynum 
3 Jul Jeannine Carter 

Derrick Miliner 
Mirna Shamoel 

5 Jul Sarkees Shamoel 
7 Jul Trokon Flahn 

John Rogers 
Art Ziener 

8 Jul Kimberly Keller 
Justin Rau 

12 Jul Jacob Dreikorn 
Becky Williams 

1 Ju1 Dan Bresson, Sr. 
Edward Kopitskie 
Sara Swecker 
Alexis Welsh 
Damian Welsh 
Zoey Welsh 

2 Jul Alexander Petito 

*************************** 


Richard & Kim Benik 
07/14/84 

William & Arlene Braun 
07/06/69 

Shawn & Michelle Callahan 
07/13/08 

13 Jul 	 Judith Kuntz 
Kathleen Mott 
Todd Wegman 

16 Jul Michael Bartolomeo 
17 Jul Brooke Gray 

Alexander Davis 
Judith Haxton 
Jeffrey Heneks 
Daniel Pieper 
Irene Rabun-Overman 
Frances Sweet 
Angela Zarcone 

18 Jul 	 Samuel Oshiberu 
19 Ju1 	 Joshua Flahn 

Chrystiann Maher 
Beth Schultz-Seaman 
Elliot Turner 

20 Jul Dillon Middlebusher 
DonnaRau 
Turner Wilson 

*************************** 

3 Jul Rene Stein 
5 Ju1 Bonnie Flack-Bajrak 

Peter Sichko 
7 Jul 	 Rick Coon 

Michael Heuck 
Carole Ritchie Pieper 

8 Jul Richard Rau 

13 Jul Cheryl Roberts 


Todd Wegman 
14 Jul Martha Steinbach 
15 Ju1 Lisa Zoch 

*************************** 

Mark & Donna Dark 
07120/85 

Peter & Michelle DeMik 
07/26/97 

Kenny & Mary Farris 
07/23/77 

Dale & Kathryn Frank 
07/13/74 

John & Jackie Huffman 
07/24/09 

21 Jul 	Richard Coleman 
Shelle Middlebusher 
Lamont Fowlkes, Jr. 

22 Ju1 	 Henry Soeken 
23 Jul Madelyn Ault 

Kelly Benik 
Carrie Nicholsen 
Trent Turner 

25 Jul Suzanne Haversack 
26 Jul Ju1iana Hoolihan 
28 Jul Zachary Schuster 
29 Jul Paul Comolli 

Stephen Jackson 
Steven Sager 
Angela Walter 

30 Jul Mia Meadows 
Dan Pelletier 

31 Ju1 Richard Benik 
Nesochim Theanyi-lgwe 

*************************** 

17 Jul · Steven Foss 
Nathan Schiffrik 

19 Jul Jacob McCurry 
21 Jul Mark Purtillo 
25 Jul Katherine Heuck 
26 Jul Samuel Majsztrik 
28 Jul Lydia Wood 
29 Jul Jordon Gorourn 

Kyle Monko 

31 J ul Jerry Radas 


Mia Meadows 


************************* 

Kirk & Janelle Jackson 
07/23/05 

Jasper & Monica Juty 

07117110 


Mark & Shelle Middlebusher 

07/05/97 

Carlos & Barbara Petersen 
07/06/91 

James & Christine Purtilo 
07114184 
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Jerry & Judy Radas Michael & Rita Schaffer Jeffrey & Stefanie Soeken 
07/03/83 07/23/94 07/18/98 

Charlie & Ruth Salvaggio Gary & Carol Schmidt Steve & Angela Zarcone 
07/24/82 07/08/67 07114191 

Editor's note: We missed one June Wedding Anniversary in last montb's issue oftbe Sounds. We apologize 
for the oversigbt! 

Tim & Pam Mann 
06/28/86 

"Welcome to Our Savior Lutheran Church." If you 
attended worship on Sunday, June 29, you were 
eligible for a hot dog after the service. And it was 
yours for the asking. Photo by Tina 
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HA VE YOU JOINED A HOME GROUP YET? 
Homes Open for Ministry and Encouragement 

HOME Groups are a great place to develop close and personal relationships with other Christians and to 
obtain a deeper relationship with God by studying His Word. If you are not involved in a HOME Group, 
prayerfully consider joining one. New participants are always welcome! It's so easy! Just pick a 
convenient location; choose a topic of interest; then COME! Enjoy fellowship with others who want to 
learn and delve into God's Word. 

There are nine groups listed below from which you can choose. However, if you would like to start a 
HOME group, Pastor Peter will provide you with the necessary 
information. 

***Updated 04-30-14 

Comolli HOME Group 
who: singles and married couples of all ages 
what: monthly topical study or video 
when: second Sunday of the month at 6:30 pm 
where: home Paul and Janice Comolli in Highland 
contact Paul Comolli pjcomolli@verizon.net/ 301-854-1346 

Day-time HOME Group*** 
who: 	 all women are welcome 
what: 	 "Jesus Reaches Out To Others" 
when: 	 fIrst and third Wednesdays - 1:00 - 3:00 pm 
where: 	 home of Carol Ann Snyder in Columbia 
contact: 	 Carol Ann Snyder casn@verizon.net / 410-992-6889 

Howard HOME Group*** 
who: singles and married couples of all ages 
what: the book "The Screwtape Letters" by C.S. Lewis 
when: third Saturday of the month at 5:00 pm for study, dinner and fellowship 
where: at the Howard residence in Clarksville 
contact: Todd Howard todd.o.howard@gmail.com / 301-725-1990 

Majsztrik HOME Group*** 
who: mainly people in their 20's and 30's but all are welcome 
what: Bible studies and fellowship events outside regular meeting times. 
when: two Sundays a month (the second and fourth) we meet for lunch after the 9:30 am service 

and study follows. 
where: Shannon & John Majsztrik's home in the Russett area of Laurel 
contact: Shannon Majsztrik sbementdvm@yahoo.com / 301-498-7478 

Montpelier HOME Group 
who: 	 all ages and stages of life; no childcare provided, but children can come 

and watch videos 
what: 	 currently doing a study of individual "Bad Girls of the Bible" 
when: 	 every other Friday at 8:00 pm 
where: 	 home of the Marshalls in Montpelier 
contact: 	 Nancy Shampo nshampo@yahoo.com /301-518-6753 -+ 
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Murchison HOME Group*** 
who: single and married people who enjoy studying God's Word and praying together 
what: currently studying "what makes us unique as Lutheran Christians 
when: second Sunday of the month at 7:00 pm 
where: home of Joe and Marilyn Murchison in West Laurel 
contact: Marilyn or Joe Murchison mmurchison@verizon.net / 301-725-8179 

Oasis HOME Group*** 
who: this group sees Bible study as an oasis in our busy, hectic lives 
what: the book "The Hole In Our Gospel" by Richard Stearns 
when: every other Friday evening at 7:00 pm. 
where: 
contact: 

home of Sue Marshall in the Montpelier section of Laurel 
Sue Marshall jessamb1@yahoo.com /301-317-9268 

WELCOME 
TO OUR HOME GROUP 

Serendipity HOME Group 
who: those who want a spirited dialogue of how to apply God's Word to everyday life 
what: new current study is "Empty Nesters: What Do We Do Now?" using the Serendipity Bible 

Study 
when: fIrst & third Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm 
where: rotates among members' homes 
contact: Mary Farris 301-490-6279 / Angela Zarcone 301-595-5342 

TurnerlBowlds HOME Group*** 
who: married couples 
what: current study is the "Design for Discipleship," a series by the Navigators 
when: every other Friday at 7:30 pm 
where: home of Dan and Natasha Bowlds in West Laurel 
contact: Trent Turner trent.turner@navy.mil or tiantrent@verizon.net / 301-725-8314 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:25 

Home Group Study 

mailto:tiantrent@verizon.net
mailto:trent.turner@navy.mil
mailto:mmurchison@verizon.net


-.THE STAFF 	 Congregational Ready Reference Update 07/04114 
Senior Pastor 

Christine Maconachy 410-969-4466Rev. Peter DeMik 301-776-7670 
Tom Nape 410-551-6353Assistant Pastor (New Hope Mission) 
Trent Turner 	 301-725-8314Rev. John Orlando Flahn 301-776-7670 

Director of Christian Outreach & Adult Discipleship Cindy Zehner 301-725-3525 
Tina McGuffey 301-776-7670 

QUICK REFERENCE: ContactsDirector of Music 
Marilyn Murchison 301-776-7670 	 Altar Care Janelle Jackson 240-264-6768 

Altar Flowers Donna Dark 301-776-7670Director of Open Arms Center 
Attendance Cards VacantRachel Clark 	 240-568-9352 
Audio Ministry VacantDirector of Christian Education 
Baptismal Banner Jo Rittenhouse 301-490-0155NatashaBowlds 301-776-1775 
Bell Choir C Maconachy 410-969-4466

Director of Youth Programs Bible School (VBS) Michelle DeMik 240-568-6487 
Natasha Bowlds 301-776-1775 BINGO at Laurel H&R Doris Reynold 301-490-8639 

Director of Church Office Management Book Group Cynthia Manock 301-464-5491 
Vacant Christmas in Apri I Richard Rau 301-77 6-4 316 

Director of Worship Administration Communication Team Mark Middlebusher 301-617-0137 

(Bulletins, Powerpoint, Hospitality) Crosses Donna Dark 301-776-7670 
Donna Dark 410-551-9286 Elizabeth House Ellie Ramsay 410-715-8757 

Gift Cards (Giant/Weis) Cheryl Lee 301-466-5942Director of Finance 
Hunter( onl ine Grandma Janet Hankins 202-438-1494Lawrence Malinowski 301-776-7886 

prayer group) Director of Children's Discipleship 
LARS Representative Cheryl Lee 301-466-5942Jeannine L'Heureux 301-580-2775 
Library 	 John Huffman 

janthuff@hotmail.com 
L WML C Maconachy 41 0-969-4466 
Manna for Moms Michelle DeMik 240-568-6487

CHURCH BOARD MEMBERS: Manna in the Morning Cynthia Manock 301-464-5491 
Board Chairwoman Meals Ministry Judy Haxton 301-490-0029 
Julia Heneks 301-604-3952 Mem. Card Ministry Shirley Hill 301-604-3382 
Vice Chairman Men's Breakfast Glenn Olsen 301-604-2646 
Todd Howard 301-725-1990 Nursery Schedule NatashaBowlds 301-776-1775 
Recording Secretary Orphan Grain Train Cynthia Manock 301-464-5491 
Helen Harrington 301-490-1384 Praise Team Adam Swecker 410-674-4769 

Prayer Chain Nancy Shampo 301-776-7670Allen Hueffmeier 240-568-6373 
Prayer Partners Brenda Petito 301-498-8972Janelle Jackson 240-264-6768 
Prayer Shawls Donna Sheaffer 301-839-1824Michelle Sager 301-498-9473 
SED Churches Nancy Love 301-233-1187 

ELDERS: Shoe Beggars Cynthia Manock 301-464-5491 

Head Elder Side by Side Joe Murchison 301-725-8179 
(Elem. School Ministry) Ethel Rukenbrod 301-953-9001 

Simply Giving Susan Railey 301-206-9737Asst. Head Elder 
Sounds of Our Savior Donald Sheaffer 301-839-] 824 Sue Marshall 	 301-317-9268 
Stephen Ministry Don & Karen Soeken 

Jack Brock 	 301-317-6278 410-461-6649 
Roger Engstrom 301-931-1399 Tutoring Todd Wegman 301-741-4135 
Kirk Jackson 240-264-67 68 V ideo Ministry Samuel Birk 573-768-8386 
Deborah Kopitskie 410-766-6931 WeeWorship Don & Judy Haxton 
Laima Kuring 301-262-0844 301-490-0029 
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