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Aerial Platform Safety 

When working aloft from an aerial work platform, the following procedures shall be followed 
each and every time this equipment is used. The operator, being in control of the equipment, shall 
bear the responsibility of ensuring that all personnel follow these procedures on the platform. 

Workplace Inspection 

1. 	 Check the area in which the platform is to be used for hazards before entering the platform 
and elevating. 

2. 	 Hazards to be aware of include drop-oirs, holes, bumps, or debris in the travel path of the 
equipment. 

3. 	 Be sure the surface is flat, firm, and level. 
4. 	 Be sure the surface can support the weight of the machine. 

**when using smaller equipment, be sure to limit the weight of the elevated portion of the 
machine or increase the counterweight installed. 

5. 	 Care should be taken when using a machine with small "footprints" in areas that may have 
been designed for pedestrian traffic. These surfaces may not be able to support the 
equipment in some of the configurations that are possible. 

6. 	 Unsafe conditions to be aware of include overhead obstructions, electrical hazards, 
hazardous atmospheres, and wind and weather conditions. 

7. 	 Be sure the machinery is graphically marked to indicate additional safety features if it is 
necessary to be explosion proofor insulated for use near open conductors. 

8, 	 Be aware ofwind and weather conditions before and during operation. Winds in the 20 to 
30 mph ranges can cause the machine to tip over. 

9. 	 Ice or snow should not be allowed to accumulate on the machine as it detracts from it 
rated capacity. 

Pre-start Equipment Inspection 

1. 	 Before use each day, each shift, or each operator, the platform shall be given a visual 
inspection and a functional test ofall controls and safety devices. No employee shall use 
the platform until the inspection has been completed with positive results. 

2. 	 Any equipment found to be defective, damaged, or otherwise in need of repair or 
maintenance shall not be used until such repair or maintenance has been performed. Such 
machines shall be tagged "OUT OF SERVICE," and disabled ifpossible. 

3. 	 Visually check engines (where applicable) and hydraulic systems for leaks. 
Check all fluid levels, such as hydraulic oil, engine oil, Radiator, and battery level. 

4. 	 Inspect tires, wheels, and hubs. 
5. 	 Controls, safety devices, personal protective devices, and warning placards or control 


markings shall be inspected. Controls and safety devices should be inspected to assure 

proper function, be sure to disconnect before inspecting. 


6. 	 Visually inspect the remainder of the machine for damaged or missing parts, unauthorized 
equipment, cracked welds, or other hazardous conditions. 
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Training 

1. 	 All operators must be trained on the same model ofaerial work platform to be used during 
actual work. 

2. 	 Under a qualified person, the trainee shall perform a pre-start equipment inspection, a 
workplace inspection of the training area, and operate the aerial work platform for a 
sufficient period of time to demonstrate proficiency and knowledge. Care shall be taken 
to ensure that the area used for training is free of most hazards. 

During Operation 

During operation the operator shall ensure: 
1. 	 that the aerial work platform is operated on a surface that is able to support the weight of 

the machine; 
2. 	 that any means to enhance stability, such as outriggers, are used as required; 
3. 	 guardrails are installed and gates or other openings are closed; 
4. 	 the load on the platform is properly distributed and within the manufacturers rated 

capacity; 
5. 	 there is adequate clearance from overhead obstructions; 
6. 	 minimum safe approach distances to energized power lines and parts are maintained; and 
7. 	 all personnel on the platform are wearing safety equipment as required at all times. 

If during the course ofoperation in an elevated position, it becomes necessary to exit the work 
"'-" platform to perform work on a structure this procedure must be followed: 

1. 	 Work platform must be within one (1) foot of the structure to be entered. 
2. 	 Personnel must enter and exit through the guardrail gate only. 
3. 	 Before leaving the platfonn, fall protection must be attached to the 

structure being entered. 

NEVER walk or climb boom or scissor arms to gain access or to leave the platform. 

NEVER operate when machine is on truck or other vehicle. 

Personnel shall always stand on floor ofplatform, not on boxes, planks, or other devices 
for a work position. 

NEVER attach wire, cable, or any similar item to platform. 

DO NOT allow ground personnel in areas around or under a raised platform. 

ALL personnel must wear approved hard hats at all times. 
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Ifplatform is caught so that one or more wheels are off the floor, ALL personnel must be 
removed from platform before operating ground controls to free machine. Use crane oflift truck 
to control machine stability. 

Strict observance and execution ofall procedures set forth in this policy will better qualify 
personnel to perform in a safe manner; however. all personnel using aerial work platfonns shall 
also have the responsibility ofreading, and fully understanding the regulations, standards, and 
manufacturer's recommendations for the specific aerial work platform being used. 
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