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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, Maryland  20708 

Church (301)776-7670 • FAX (240)568-9189 • www.oslclaurel.org 

 Open Arms Christian Child Development Center (240)568-9352  

Senior Pastor, Rev. Peter T. DeMik; Vicar, Derrick Miliner  

Music Director, Marilyn Murchison; Contemporary Worship Director, Adam Swecker 
 

Our Vision Statement:  Our Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-empowered 
family of faith, focused on Jesus Christ, whose members and mission reflect the 

diversity of our neighborhood and holistically address the needs of our neighbors 
with the love of God. 

 

2
nd

 Sunday in Lent 

March 1, 2015 

“Restoring Relationships through Trust” 
 

Welcome to Our Savior Lutheran Church.  If you are worshiping here for the first 

time today, we extend a very special welcome to Our Savior.  We are happy and grateful 

that you have come to worship God and celebrate His love!  If you live in the area and 

have no formal church connections, we invite you to ask about making Our Savior your 

church home.  May the Lord bless your worship this morning. 

 

ATTENDANCE/COMMUNION CARDS - We respectfully ask that ALL worshipers 

take a moment to fill in an Attendance/Communion Registration Card located in the pew 

racks, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.  You are also invited 

to use the card to let us know how we may serve you. 
 

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND – We love to have all children participate in our 

Worship Services.  But if parents feel stressed trying to manage their young children, we 

provide a staffed Nursery for children under the age of 4, at all services.  Nursery care is 

provided in the room to the right in the Fellowship Hall.  The room located directly 

behind the Sanctuary, as well as the main Lobby may be used as “Cry Rooms” where our 

services can be heard.  The rest rooms are located off the Fellowship Hall to the left, as 

well as in the hallway, and to the right as you enter the Open Arms Christian Child 

Development Center. If you need assistance, the greeters and ushers will be happy to 

help. 
 

Next Week’s Readings:  Ex. 20:1-17; Ps 9; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; John 2:13-22 
 

SEE GRAPEVINE FOR PRAYER REQUESTS 
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AS WE GATHER: God promises to make Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of nations.  

Though Abraham and Sarah are far too old to bear children, they trust that God will 

accomplish what God has promised.  Their trust catalyzes their transformation as they receive 

new names and identities.  Paul says God’s promise comes to all who share Abraham and 

Sarah’s faith and trust in God.  We, too, get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 

PRELUDE:  (8:15) I Trust in You Alone, O Christ        Johann Pachelbel 

(11:00) Steal Away                   spiritual, setting by Hal Hopson 

Carolyn Hoolihan, violin 

WELCOME 

 (At the invitation of the Pastor, those who are able, please stand and greet one another in the 

name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace.) 
 

INVOCATION 
Vicar: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Vicar: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, 

People: for they have been of old. 

Vicar: You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord, 

People: For He is our help and our shield. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  #544 The God of Abraham Praise       Yigdal 

1. The God of Abr’ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days, And God of love. 

Jehovah, great I Am! By earth and heav’n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest. 
 

2.  The God of Abr’ham praise, At whose supreme command 

From earth I rise and seek the joys At his right hand. 

I all on earth forsake--Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r 

And him my only portion make, My shield and tow’r. 

 
3. The God of Abr’ham praise, Whose all sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; He calls himself my God! 

And he shall save me to the end Through Jesus’ blood. 

 

4. He by himself has sworn; I on his oath depend. 

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heav’n ascend. 

I shall behold his face; I shall his pow’r adore, 

And sing the wonders of his grace Forevermore. Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt. 
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ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Vicar: Since we are assembled here to hear the Word of God, to call upon Him in prayer, 

and to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is good that we reflect 

upon our unworthiness, confessing before God our sins of thought, word, and deed, 

and our helplessness to free ourselves from our sinful nature.  It is also good that we 

remember who we are as the baptized children of God, to whom the Lord has shown 

His mercy, cleansed from all our sin, and declared righteous in Christ our Lord.  We 

come here today to lay claim again to the grace in which we are forgiven, and, for 

the sake of Christ, to be restored by His mercy to serve Him and walk in His ways. 
 

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 
 

Vicar: Let us confess our sins. 

People: I confess to God almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 

by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT) 
Vicar: Let us pray.  We stand before You, O Lord, the weak and broken children of Your 

promise.  Come with Your grace to rescue us from ourselves, to protect us from all 

our enemies, and to guard us against all evil and despair.  Help us boldly to confess 

Jesus Christ and not to waver from this confession; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 

Asst: Today is the Second Sunday in Lent in our six-week journey to the cross.  The 

setting has changed and the mood is serious.  Yet even as we speak of repentance 

and faith, we joyfully acknowledge the grace of God that has brought us to this very 

day.  From Genesis we hear how an elderly Abraham and Sarah were left without 
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hope until the Lord intervened to deliver them the son He had promised.  From his 

letter to the Romans, St. Paul teaches us that the promised inheritance of salvation 

comes by trusting in the grace of our heavenly Father.  In the Gospel according to 

St. Mark we hear the great question put to Peter – Who do you say I am? – and we 

hear Peter’s bold confession and how easy it is to lose sight of the cross. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between 

me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram fell on his face; and 

God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 

Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 

establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 

be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 

she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

Asst:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of 

the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on 

faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 

not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he 

is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in 

the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 

existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 

descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 

already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was 

able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.”  23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 

alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
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Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Those who are able will please stand and face the Processional Cross)  

VERSE 

   

 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the eighth chapter. 

  
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 28And they answered him, ‘John the 

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ 29He asked them, ‘But who 

do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 30And he sternly ordered 

them not to tell anyone about him. 31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 

undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 

be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.’ 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 

Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
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 (Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
(Following the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 service children ages 4-8 may go, if parents so choose, to 

“Wee Worship”.  Wee Worship is located in the end classroom down the Child Development Center 

hallway, room #6.  Make a right when you see the library.  Parents may take children 3 and under to the 

nursery.) 

 

SERMON HYMN: #725 Blessed Be the God of Israel                   Forest Green 

1. Bless’d be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 

And raises up new hope for us; a Branch from David’s tree. 

So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 

 

2. With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 

The oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 

That we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise, 

In holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr., b. 1944: based on Luke 1:68-79. Words © 1989 by Hope Publishing Co., IL.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission.  CCLI License #980071. 

 

SERMON:  “Restoring Relationships through Trust” – based on Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH AND BAPTISM OF CHARLOTTE ROSE BAKER 

Pastor: I now ask everyone to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize.  Do you renounce all the forces of 

evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

People: I do. 

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father, almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On 

the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

The Blessing 

The Lighting of the Candle 

The Introduction 
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(Those who are able will please stand) 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
 (Please be seated) 

OFFERING: (8:15) Psalm 148             Mark Patterson 

Youth Choir 
Praise ye the Lord, o praise Him from the heavens.  Praise ye the Lord, o praise Him in the heights above.  

Praise ye the Lord, o praise Him, praise Him sun and moon, stars of light, let them praise the name of the 

Lord.  Praise ye the Lord. The Lord commanded, and the heavens were created.  He set them in place 

forever and ever. His word endures for all time.  Praise ye the Lord, o praise Him; praise Him all creatures, 

all nations, all heaven and earth bring forth your song.  Praise ye the Lord! 

 

(11:00) I Trust in You Alone, O Christ           Johann Pachelbel 
 

 (Those who are able will please stand) 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Asst:  Let us pray.   
People: God of every good blessing, accept and use these offerings in the work of this 

church and every church around the world.  May this place be a source of hope 

and comfort to all who are in need.  May we, your people, be a source of hope 

and comfort to everyone we encounter.  We pray that these gifts will be wisely 

used to touch the lives of people we may never meet, in places we may never go.  

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: and also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: we lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: it is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew 

our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 

children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS (sung) 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord.  Lord God of pow'r and might: 

 Heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 
(Please be seated) 

THE LORD’S TABLE Lutherans believe that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the 

Body of Jesus Christ is received with the Bread and the Blood of Jesus Christ is received with the 

Wine, for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith.  Baptized Christians who confess 

their sins to God, desire to live a new life in Jesus Christ, and affirm this statement of faith, may 

celebrate this Sacrament.  All may come forward to receive a blessing  

Communicants will be led to the altar via the center aisle and may return via the side aisles.  Wine may be 

received either from one of the common cups or by Intinction (touching the wafer lightly to wine in a 

separate chalice held by the communion assistant). Gluten-free wafers are available for those who are 

sensitive to wheat and gluten and Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those sensitive to alcohol. Let 

the pastor/vicar know when you come forward to receive communion.  

 

HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

#469 Lord of All Hopefulness                     Slane 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
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4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953© 1931 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net#A7013156 

 

#474 Children of the Heavenly Father             Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara 

1. Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in his bosom gather; 

Nestling bird or star in heaven  

Such a refuge ne’er was given. 

2. God his own doth tend and nourish, 

In his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

In his mighty arms he bears them.

 
3. Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord his children sever; 

Unto them his grace he showeth, 

And their sorrows all he knoweth. 

4.  Though he giveth or he taketh,  

God his children ne’er forsakaeth; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text :  Caroline V. Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958; Tune: Swedish folk tune.©  Used by persmission OneLicense.net A7013156 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

DISMISSAL 

 

PRAYER OF THANKS 

Asst:  Let us pray.  Blessed Lord, You have declared us Your own sons and daughters by 

Baptism and faith, heirs with Abraham and Sarah of the promise of Your grace.  

Give to us Your Holy Spirit that we may proclaim Jesus Christ without fear and 

bear the cross faithfully throughout our earthy lives, until we rest in Your presence 

forevermore; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 Pastor:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

His peace. 

People: Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: #293 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less          The Solid Rock 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 
 

2. When darkness veils his lovely face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood 

Sustain me in the raging flood; 

When all supports are washed away, 

He then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in him be found, 

Clothed in his righteousness alone, 

Redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain
   Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:   (8:15) Steal Away                 spiritual, setting by Hal Hopson 

Carolyn Hoolihan, violin 

 

(11:00) If You But Trust in God to Guide You             George Bohm 
The liturgy is reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License # 7594-L. 

 

JOIN US – All worshipers are invited to join us in the Lobby for a time of fellowship and 

refreshments after worship. 

 

FLOWERS– The flowers last week were given to the glory of God and in celebration of 

Don and Karen Soeken’s 50th wedding anniversary.  Congratulations! 

 

HOLY BAPTISM - We celebrate today the baptism of Charlotte Baker, daughter of 

Nicolette Grant and Bavis Baker.  Her sponsors are Paul and Marcia Hanson.  We 

welcome this new lamb into the Book of Life. 

 
GIFT AND MEMORIALS:  Glen & Nancy Olsen gave to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

in Honor of Don & Karen Soeken’s 50th Anniversary.  Ed & Deb Kopitskie, Art & Joan 

Ziener, and Mike & Margo Rice all gave to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in memory of 

Susan Thompson. 
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OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE - On Sunday, February 22nd, we worshipped the Lord 

with a congregation of 171.  The mission and ministry of Our Savior is completely dependent 

upon God’s provision through your generous giving of time, talent, and treasure.  

General Fund: $18,045.60; Debt Retirement Fund $375; Pastors' Discretionary Fund: $475; 

Other: $783.25.  

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME:  Next Saturday!  March 8th is Daylight savings time where 

we SPRING FORWARD.  Yes, that means we LOSE an hour of sleep. 

 

NOTES:________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


