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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, Maryland  20708 

Church (301)776-7670 • FAX (240)568-9189 • www.oslclaurel.org 

 Open Arms Christian Child Development Center (240)568-9352  

Senior Pastor, Rev. Peter T. DeMik; Vicar, Derrick Miliner  

Music Director, Marilyn Murchison; Contemporary Worship Director, Adam Swecker 
 

Our Vision Statement:  Our Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-empowered 
family of faith, focused on Jesus Christ, whose members and mission reflect the 

diversity of our neighborhood and holistically address the needs of our neighbors 
with the love of God. 

 

3
rd

 Sunday in Lent 

March 8, 2015 

“Restoring Relationships through Limits” 
 

Welcome to Our Savior Lutheran Church.  If you are worshiping here for the first time 

today, we extend a very special welcome to Our Savior.  We are happy and grateful that 

you have come to worship God and celebrate His love!  If you live in the area and have no 

formal church connections, we invite you to ask about making Our Savior your church 

home.  May the Lord bless your worship this morning. 

 

ATTENDANCE/COMMUNION CARDS - We respectfully ask that ALL worshipers 

take a moment to fill in an Attendance/Communion Registration Card located in the pew 

racks, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.  You are also invited 

to use the card to let us know how we may serve you. 
 

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND – We love to have all children participate in our 

Worship Services.  But if parents feel stressed trying to manage their young children, we 

provide a staffed Nursery for children under the age of 4, at all services.  Nursery care is 

provided in the room to the right in the Fellowship Hall.  The room located directly behind 

the Sanctuary, as well as the main Lobby may be used as “Cry Rooms” where our services 

can be heard.  The rest rooms are located off the Fellowship Hall to the left, as well as in 

the hallway, and to the right as you enter the Open Arms Christian Child Development 

Center. If you need assistance, the greeters and ushers will be happy to help. 
 

Next Week’s Readings:  Num. 21:4-9; Ps 107:1-9; Eph. 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
 

SEE GRAPEVINE FOR PRAYER REQUESTS 
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AS WE GATHER: After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where 
God teaches them how to live in relationships with one another.  In order to live in healthy 
relationship, God sets loving limits in the Ten Commandments.  Jesus also sets loving limits 
in the temple as he defends the worship of God alone and rejects the ways commerce can 
become our gods. 

 
THE PRELUDE: Sonata I         Felix Mendelssohn 

 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

 (At the invitation of the Pastor, those who are able, please stand and greet one another in the 

name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Please remain standing and face the Processional Cross.) 

 
(At the invitation of the Pastor, those who are able will please stand and face the Processional Cross) 

THE INVOCATION 
Vicar: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Vicar: Deliver me from sinking into the mire; 

People: Deliver me from all my sins and my enemies and from the flood of death. 

Vicar: O Lord, Your steadfast love is good. 

People: According to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

 

THE OPENING HYMN:   #540 Praise the Lord! O Heavens   Austria 

1. Praise the Lord! O heav’ns, adore him; 

Praise him, angels, in the height; 

Sun and moon, rejoice before him; 

Praise him, gleaming stars and light. 

Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 

Worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 

Laws which never shall be broken 

For their guidance he has made. 

2. Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 

Never shall his promise fail. 

God has made his saints victorious; 

Sin and death shall not prevail. 

Praise the God of our salvation; 

Hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim; 

Heav'n and earth, and all creation, 

Laud and magnify his name! 
Text: The Foundling Hospital Collection, London, 1796, alt. 

 

THE ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Vicar: Since we are assembled here to hear the Word of God, to call upon Him in prayer, 

and to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is good that we reflect 

upon our unworthiness, confessing before God our sins of thought, word, and deed, 

and our helplessness to free ourselves from our sinful nature.  It is also good that we 

remember who we are as the baptized children of God, to whom the Lord has shown 

His mercy, cleansed from all our sin, and declared righteous in Christ our Lord.  We 



 4 

come here today to lay claim again to the grace in which we are forgiven, and, for the 

sake of Christ, to be restored by His mercy to serve Him and walk in His ways. 

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 
 

Vicar: Let us confess our sins. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 

by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 

to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Vicar: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

Vicar: Let us pray.  O Lord, Your mercy always offers grace but we are too lost in our sins 

and fears to hear Your call to hope.  Reclaim us from our lost condition that we may 

know with joy Your mercy and Your steadfast love.  Help us rejoice in the cross of 

Christ now and always; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
(Please be seated.) 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 

Asst: Today is the Third Sunday in Lent, midway through our six-week journey to the cross.  

The words are ever more pointed as Jesus reveals the path that is before Him.  He will 

not turn away from His destiny on the cross and by faith this has become our glory 

and our boast. From Exodus we heard the commandments clearly and the Law of God 

convicts us of our sin.  From his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul proclaims the 

wisdom of the cross before the foolishness of the world and makes this cross our only 

hope and boast.  In the Gospel according to St. John we hear how our Lord cleared 

the temple, promised to rise up again in three days, and how the disciples remembered 

this when He was raised again. 

 

THE FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not 
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make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 

on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them 

or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity 

of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast 

love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You 

shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 

anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days 

you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; 

you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 

livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 

Sabbath day and consecrated it. 12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may 

be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.13 You shall not murder.  14You shall 

not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
 

Asst:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is 

the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 26 Consider your own call, 

brothers and sisters not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 

not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised 

in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might 

boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 

wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it 

is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’  
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
(Those who are able will please stand and face the Processional Cross)  
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THE VERSE 

 

 

 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the second chapter. 

   
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found 

people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15Making 

a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 

poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who 

were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

market-place!’ 17His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will 

consume me.’ 18The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 19Jesus 

answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20The Jews then said, 

‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 

days?’ 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 

that Jesus had spoken. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

   
 
 (Please be seated) 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
(Following the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 service children ages 4-8 may go, if parents so choose, to 

“Wee Worship”.  Wee Worship is located in the end classroom down the Child Development Center hallway, 

room #6.  Make a right when you see the library.  Parents may take children 3 and under to the nursery.) 

THE HYMN: #480 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways         Evan 
1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways To keep his statutes still! 
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

To know and do his will! 

 

2. Order my footsteps by your word 

And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget your way, 

Restore your wand’ring sheep. 

4. Make me to walk in your commands, 

’Tis a delightful road; 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

Offend against my God. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 

THE SERMON: "Restoring Relationships through Limits" – based on the John 2:13-22 
 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the whole Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

(Please be seated) 

FAITH STORY – Kerry Blount 
 

THE OFFERING: If You But Trust in God to Guide You            George Bohm 

(11:00) Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace         Samuel S. Wesley 

Sanctuary Choir 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.  The darkness is no darkness with Thee, 

but the night is as clear as the day.  The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike.  God is light, and in 

Him is no darkness at all.  O let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee, for thine is the Kingdom, the power 

and the glory forevermore.  Text from Isaiah 26, Ps 139, John 1, Ps 119, Matthew 6 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Asst: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, 
People: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You have blessed 

us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that You  have made, for the sake of 

Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 8 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid your people 

cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew our zeal in faith 

and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE AGNUS DEI 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

       Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
(Please be seated) 

THE LORD’S TABLE - Lutherans believe that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the Body 

of Jesus Christ is received with the Bread and the Blood of Jesus Christ is received with the Wine, 

for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith.  Baptized Christians who confess their sins 

to God, desire to live a new life in Jesus Christ, and affirm this statement of faith, may celebrate 

this Sacrament.  All may come forward to receive a blessing  

Communicants will be led to the altar via the center aisle and may return via the side aisles.  Wine may be 

received either from one of the common cups or by Intinction (touching the wafer lightly to wine in a separate 

chalice held by the communion assistant). Gluten-free wafers are available for those who are sensitive to 

wheat and gluten.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those sensitive to alcohol. Let the pastor/vicar 

or assistant know when you come forward to receive communion.   

 

HYMNS FOR DISTRIBUTION 

#776 Be Thou My Vision            Slane 
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

Thou my best thought by day and by night, Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
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2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower, Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my 

pow’r. 
 

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou, and thou only, first in my heart, Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4. Light of my soul, after victory won, May I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Text: Irish, 8th-10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt. 

 
#99 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days      Caithness 

1. O Lord, throughout these forty days 

You prayed and kept the fast; 

Inspire repentance for our sin, 

And free us from our past. 

2. You strove with Satan, and you won; 

Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us your nerve, your skill and trust 

In God’s eternal word. 
 

3. Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed 

And fixed your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves 

That we may know God’s love. 

4. Be with us through this season, Lord, 

And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, 

We join in heaven’s praise. 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; OneLicense.net #A7013156 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKS 

Asst: Let us pray.  O gracious God, You gave us Your commandments to order our lives 

and protect us, to convict our hearts of sin, and to prepare us for the Gospel.  As Jesus 

once cleansed the temple, we pray You to cleanse our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 

there may be room only for faith in Jesus Christ and that we may serve Him and our 

neighbors joyfully in His name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

His peace. 

People: Amen. 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN: #415 God of Grace and God of Glory         CWM Rhondda 

1. God of grace and God of glory, 

On your people pour your pow’r; 

Crown your ancient Church’s story; 

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, 
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For the facing of this hour. 

2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us 

Scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 

 

3. Cure your children’s warring madness;  

Bend our pride to your control;  

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.  

4. Save us from weak resignation  

To the evils we deplore;  

Let the gift of your salvation  

Be our glory evermore.   

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

Serving you whom we adore, 

Serving you whom we adore. 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969; ©Tune: John Hughns, 1873-1932 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE:   Psalm 19: The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God    Benedetto Marcello 

The liturgy is reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License # 7594-L. 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE– Last Sunday (March 1) we worshipped the Lord with 

a congregation of 262 with 80 attending Wednesday Lenten service. The mission and ministry 

of Our Savior is completely dependent upon God’s provision through your generous giving of 

time, talent, and treasure. Offerings received were $18,883.24 to the General Fund; $50 to the 

Debt Retirement Fund; $790 to Pastors' Discretionary Fund; $175 to Other. 

 
GIFTS AND MEMORIALS: Phillip and Cynthia Chase gave to the General Fund in memory 

of Sue Thompson 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers this morning are given by to the glory of God. 

 

ORDERING EASTER FLOWERS:  Visit the Ministry to order your Easter flowers.  There 

will be Tulips, Daffodils, Hyacinths and Geraniums.  Orders are due by March 22nd. 
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY! 

2nd Sunday Rotation 

 

8:15 Worship Assistant: Todd Howard, 

8:15 Communion Assistant:  Josh Howard, Erik Bresette, Beth Seaman 

8:15 Acolyte:  Ahmed Samura 

8:15 Altar Care:  Judi Kuntz, Nadine Hiers 

8:15 Elder:  Roger Engstrom 

8:15 Reader:  Mark Middlebusher 

8:15 Ushers:  John Kuntz, Tom Walter 

************************************************************************ 

11:00 Worship/Com Asst:   Christine Maconachy, Venaije Kuningirua, Kerry & Sue 

Blount 

11:00 Acolyte: Zenaida Modeste 

11:00 Altar Care: Norma Modeste 

11:00 Elder: Christine Maconachy 

11:00 Reader: Cheryl Roberts 

11:00 Ushers: Vic Maconachy, Kirk Jackson, John West 

 

NOTES:________________________________________________________________ 
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WORSHIP AT OUR SAVIOR DURING HOLY WEEK 
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, 

WORSHIP SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION (stripping of the altar)  

April 2nd – 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 3rd - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 4th - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
April 5th  

6:30 a.m. Sonrise (outside, weather permitting!)  

8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Traditional Easter Festival Services 
Sunday School activities but no Wee Worship 

 

 


