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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, Maryland  20708 

Church (301)776-7670 • FAX (301)776-2872 • www.oslclaurel.org 

 Open Arms Christian Child Development Center (240)568-9352  

Senior Pastor, Rev. Peter T. DeMik; Vicar, Derrick Miliner 

Music Director, Marilyn Murchison; Contemporary Worship Director, Adam Swecker 

Our Vision Statement:  Our Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-empowered family of 

faith, focused on Jesus Christ, whose members and mission reflect the diversity of our 

neighborhood and holistically address the needs of our neighbors with the love of God. 
 

 

4th Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2015 

“Restoring Relationships through Love” 
 

Welcome to Our Savior Lutheran Church.  If you are worshiping here for the first 

time today, we extend a very special welcome to Our Savior.  We are happy and grateful 

that you have come to worship God and celebrate His love!  If you live in the area and 

have no formal church connections, we invite you to ask about making Our Savior your 

church home.  May the Lord bless your worship this morning. 

 

ATTENDANCE/COMMUNION CARDS - We respectfully ask that ALL worshipers 

take a moment to fill in an Attendance/Communion Registration Card located in the pew 

racks, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.  You are also invited 

to use the card to let us know how we may serve you. 

 

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND – We love to have all children participate in our 

Worship Services.  But if parents feel stressed trying to manage their young children, we 

provide a staffed Nursery for children under the age of 4, at all services.  Nursery care is 

provided in the room to the right in the Fellowship Hall.  The room located directly 

behind the Sanctuary, as well as the main Lobby may be used as “Cry Rooms” where our 

services can be heard.  The rest rooms are located off the Fellowship Hall to the left, as 

well as in the hallway, and to the right as you enter the Open Arms Christian Child 

Development Center. If you need assistance, the greeters and ushers will be happy to 

help. 

 

Next Week’s Readings:  Jer. 31:31-34; Ps 119:9-16; Heb. 5:1-10; Mark 10:(32-34)35-45 

 

SEE GRAPEVINE FOR PRAYER REQUESTS 
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AS WE GATHER: In the wilderness, the people become impatient and begin to lose 

their faith and trust in God.  God sends poisonous serpents among the people, but his love 

for them prompts him to make a promise to Moses:  those who look on the bronze serpent 

will live.  Just as those who look upon the bronze serpent are healed, so we will be 

restored when we behold Christ lifted up on the cross, God’s ultimate gift of love. 
 

THE PRELUDE:  Partita on “Lift High the Cross”     Charles Callahan 

 

WELCOME 
(At the invitation of the Vicar, those who are able, please stand and greet one another in the name 

of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace.  Please remain standing.) 

       

THE INVOCATION 

Liturgist: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Liturgist: The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

People: Whom shall I fear? 

Liturgist: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

People: Of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27 
 

THE ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Liturgist: Since we are assembled here to hear the Word of God, to call upon Him in 

prayer, and to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is good 

that we reflect upon our unworthiness, confessing before God our sins of 

thought, word, and deed, and our helplessness to free ourselves from our sinful 

nature.  It is also good that we remember who we are as the baptized children 

of God, to whom the Lord has shown His mercy, cleansed from all our sin, and 

declared righteous in Christ our Lord.  We come here today to lay claim again 

to the grace in which we are forgiven, and, for the sake of Christ, to be restored 

by His mercy to serve Him and walk in His ways. 
 

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE OPENING HYMN: #551 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee            Hymn to Joy 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 

Praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day. 
 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

Earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 
 

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Liturgist: Let us pray. Every morning we see the signs of Your grace and mercy, O Lord.  

Every day You clothe, feed, and protect us.  Though we do not deserve Your 

kindness, You do not cease to show us Your love.  Help us to acknowledge 

Your kindness and look to the love revealed on the cross; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

THE FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
Impatience punished by serpents. 
 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 

but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against 

Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is 

no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.’ 6Then the Lord sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The 
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people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and 

against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the 

people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 

everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 

put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 

serpent of bronze and live.  
 

Asst:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
Saved by grace through faith. 
 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 

work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions 

of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 

wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with 

which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ*—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 
8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God— 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has 

made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be 

our way of life. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Those who are able will please stand and face the Processional Cross)  

THE VERSE 

 

 
 

 

 

javascript:void(0);
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Liturgist:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the third chapter. 

 
John 3:14-21 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 ‘For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life. 17‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in 

him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because 

they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, 

that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 

because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 

light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the 

light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’  
 

Liturgist:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

         
 

(Please be seated) 

(11:00) ANTHEM: Once Again            Matt Redman 

Children’s Choir 
Jesus Christ, I think upon your sacrifice. You became nothing, poured out to death; many times I’ve wondered at Your 

gift of life and I’m in that place once again, I’m in that place once again.  Once again I look upon the cross where You 

died; I’m humbled by Your mercy, and I’m broken inside. Once again I thank You. Once again I pour out my life.  

Now You are exalted to the highest place, King of the heavens, where one day I’ll bow. But for now, I marvel at this 

saving grace and I’m full of praise once again, I’m full of praise once again.  Thank You for the cross, thank You for 

the cross. Thank You for the cross, my Friend. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
(Following the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 service children ages 4-8 may go, if parents so choose, to 

“Wee Worship”.  Wee Worship is located in the end classroom down the Child Development Center 

hallway, room #6.  Make a right when you see the library.  Parents may take children 3 and under to the 

nursery.) 
 

THE HYMN:  #385 What Wondrous Love Is This           Wondrous Love 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
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2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
Text: American folk hymn, alt. 

 

THE SERMON: “Restoring Relationships with Love” – based on John 3:14-21 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the whole Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
 (Please be seated) 

THE FAITH STORY – Justin Longhurst 

 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE OFFERING:  God So Loved The World            John Horman 

Sanctuary Choir; Carolyn Hoolihan, violin 

(11:00am) Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing      Michael Burkhardt 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, 

People: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You have 

blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your service 

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You have 

made, for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 

ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

AGNES DEI 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.  
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(Please be seated) 

THE LORD’S TABLE Lutherans believe that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the 

Body of Jesus Christ is received with the Bread and the Blood of Jesus Christ is received with the 

Wine, for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith.  Baptized Christians who confess 

their sins to God, desire to live a new life in Jesus Christ, and affirm this statement of faith, may 

celebrate this Sacrament.  All may come forward to receive a blessing  

Communicants will be led to the altar via the center aisle and may return via the side aisles.  Wine may be 

received either from one of the common cups or by Intinction (touching the wafer lightly to wine in a 

separate chalice held by the communion assistant). Gluten-free wafers are available for those who are 

sensitive to wheat and gluten.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those sensitive to alcohol. Let the 

communion assistants know when you come forward to receive communion.  

 

THE HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

I Come with Joy                     Land of Rest 

 
 

 
 

 
Words:  Brian Wren, 1970; Music: American; harm, Annabel Morris Buchanan, 1938; Words©1971 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188 All 

Rights Reserved. CCLI #980071 
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#439 What a Friend We Have in Jesus      Converse 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Ev‘rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Ev‘rything to God in prayer! 

 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev‘ry weakness 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3. Are we weak and heavyladen, Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you?  Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; You will find a solace there. 
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886; Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 

 
(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE COMMUNION DISMISSAL 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKS 

Assistant: Let us pray... Though You had every cause to condemn us to our sins, O Lord, 

Your mercy came to our rescue and delivered up Your own Son to be our 

Savior and Redeemer.  He willingly accepted the cross, its suffering, and its 

death, that His cross might be raised up as the means to hope and salvation for 

all who trust in Him.  Give us every comfort through Your cross and inspire 

us to faithfully raise it up through the witness of our words and our lives, that 

all may know with us the love that has set us free; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord look upon you with favor and + 

give you His peace. 

People: Amen. 
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN:  #377 Lift High the Cross    Crucifer 

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1. Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

2. Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine.  Refrain 

 

3. All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

4. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

5. So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 © 1974 by Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A7013156 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE:   Fugue on Wondrous Love            Samuel Barber 

The liturgy is reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License # 7594-L. 

 

JOIN US – All worshipers are invited to join us in the Lobby for a time of fellowship 

and refreshments after worship. 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE – March 8th we worshipped the Lord with a 

congregation of with   at the Lenten Service.  The mission and ministry of Our Savior are 

completely dependent upon God’s provision through your generous giving of time, talent, 

and treasure.  Offerings received were: General Fund: $19,411.00; Pastor Discretionary 

Fund:  $810.00; Other: $371.00. 
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

3rd SUNDAY ROTATION 

8:15 Worship/Comm. Asst: Tom Nape, Bruce Swank, Laima Kuring; Dan Enger 

8:15 Acolyte:  Claire Schiffrick 

8:15 Altar Care: Valeriese Ransom, Kim Benik 

8:15 Elder: Tom Nape 

8:15 Reader: Tom Nape  

8:15 Ushers: Mark Dark, Rick Benik, Norman Kuring 

11:00 Worship/Comm. Asst: Kathy Bartolomeo, Chris Purtilo, Dave Ridenour, Jackie 

Mattison 

11:00 Acolyte:  Andrew Rice 

11:00 Altar Care: Jo Rittenhouse, Janelle Jackson   

11:00 Elder:  
11:00 Reader: Don Sheaffer 

11:00 Ushers: Eric Marshall, Dianne Shields, Mark McDonald 
 

WORSHIP AT OUR SAVIOR DURING HOLY WEEK 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, WORSHIP SERVICE WITH  

HOLY COMMUNION (stripping of the altar)  

April 2nd – 7:30 p.m. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 3rd - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 4th  - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

April 5th  

6:30 a.m. Sonrise (outside, weather permitting!)  

8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Traditional Easter Festival Services 
Sunday School activities but no Wee Worship 

 

 


