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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, Maryland  20708 

Church (301)776-7670 • FAX (301)776-2872 • www.oslclaurel.org 

 Open Arms Christian Child Development Center (240)568-9352  

Senior Pastor, Rev. Peter T. DeMik; Vicar, Derrick Miliner 

Music Director, Marilyn Murchison; Contemporary Worship Director, Adam Swecker 

Our Vision Statement:  Our Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-empowered family of 

faith, focused on Jesus Christ, whose members and mission reflect the diversity of our 

neighborhood and holistically address the needs of our neighbors with the love of God. 
 

 

5th Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2015 

“Restoring Relationships through Forgiveness” 
 

Welcome to Our Savior Lutheran Church.  If you are worshiping here for the first 

time today, we extend a very special welcome to Our Savior.  We are happy and grateful 

that you have come to worship God and celebrate His love!  If you live in the area and 

have no formal church connections, we invite you to ask about making Our Savior your 

church home.  May the Lord bless your worship this morning. 

 

ATTENDANCE/COMMUNION CARDS - We respectfully ask that ALL worshipers 

take a moment to fill in an Attendance/Communion Registration Card located in the pew 

racks, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.  You are also invited 

to use the card to let us know how we may serve you. 

 

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND – We love to have all children participate in our 

Worship Services.  But if parents feel stressed trying to manage their young children, we 

provide a staffed Nursery for children under the age of 4, at all services.  Nursery care is 

provided in the room to the right in the Fellowship Hall.  The room located directly 

behind the Sanctuary, as well as the main Lobby may be used as “Cry Rooms” where our 

services can be heard.  The rest rooms are located off the Fellowship Hall to the left, as 

well as in the hallway, and to the right as you enter the Open Arms Christian Child 

Development Center. If you need assistance, the greeters and ushers will be happy to 

help. 

 

Next Week’s Readings:  Zech. 9:9-12; Phil: 2:5-11; Mark 11:1-11 

 

SEE GRAPEVINE FOR PRAYER REQUESTS 
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AS WE GATHER: God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the 

future:  a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart.  God promises to 

“forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”  We see these promises fulfilled 

in Christ, who dies on a cross to forgive our sin so that we may have life.  Because of this 

act of love, we are empowered to forgive ourselves and others. 
 

THE PRELUDE:  Sarabande, French Suite V     J.S. Bach 

(11:00) Largo and Allegro, Sonata, Op. 3, No. 8       Arcangelo Corelli 

String Ensemble 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 
(At the invitation of the Pastor, those who are able, please stand and greet one another in the 

name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.  Please remain standing) 
 

THE OPENING HYMN:  #301 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain           Naar Mit Oie 

1. Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 

Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

Flows to you, to me, to all, 

In a full perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2. Come in sorrow and contrition, 

Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; 

Those who drink shall thirst no more. 

 

3. Those who drink shall live forever; ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never break his covenant of blood, 

Signed when our redeemer died, sealed when he was glorified. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854 

 

THE INVOCATION 

Vicar: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Vicar: I love the LORD because He has heard my voice, 

People: and my pleas for mercy. Psalm 116:1 
Vicar: I called on the name of the LORD: 

People: O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul. Psalm 116:4 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Vicar: Since we are assembled here to hear the Word of God, to call upon Him in 

prayer, and to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is good 

that we reflect upon our unworthiness, confessing before God our sins of 
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thought, word, and deed, and our helplessness to free ourselves from our sinful 

nature.  It is also good that we remember who we are as the baptized children of 

God, to whom the Lord has shown His mercy, cleansed from all our sin, and 

declared righteous in Christ our Lord.  We come here today to lay claim again to 

the grace in which we are forgiven, and, for the sake of Christ, to be restored by 

His mercy to serve Him and walk in His ways. 
 

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 
 

Vicar: Let us confess our sins. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by 

my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray 

God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Vicar: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Vicar:  Let us pray.  

  

(Silence is kept for prayer.) 
 

Vicar: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that 

we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
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THE FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
I will make a new covenant for my people, forgiving their iniquity and remembering their sin no more, says 

the Lord. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Asst:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING: Hebrew 5:1-10 
Although He was the son, He learned obedience through what He suffered, becoming the source of 

salvation for all people. 

 
1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 

God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with 

the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this 

he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does 

not presume to take this honour, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; 6as he says also in 

another place,‘You are a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 7In the 

days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 
9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek.  
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
(Those who are able will please stand and face the Processional Cross)  
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THE VERSE 

 

 

      
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the tenth chapter. 

      
 

Mark 10:35-45 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, 

we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you 

want me to do for you?”37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 

are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that 

I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup 

that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 

baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 

for whom it has been prepared.”  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with 

James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the 

Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones 

are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great 

among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 

ransom for many.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

     
 

(Please be seated) 
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
(Following the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 service children ages 4-8 may go, if parents so choose, to 

“Wee Worship”.  Wee Worship is located in the end classroom down the Child Development Center 

hallway, room #6.  Make a right when you see the library.  Parents may take children 3 and under to the 

nursery.) 
 

THE HYMN: #307 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive        Detroit 

1. “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But you alone can grant us grace 

To live the words we say. 

2. How can your pardon reach and bless 

The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

Old bitterness depart? 
 

3. In blazing light your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew: 

How trifling others’ debts to us; 

How great our debt to you! 

4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

And bid resentment cease; 

Then, by your mercy reconciled, 

Our lives will spread your peace. 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved OneLicense.net #A7013156 

 

THE SERMON: "Restoring Relationships through Forgiveness" – based on Jeremiah 
 

(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the whole Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 (Please be seated) 

THE OFFERING:  Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace          Samuel S. Wesley 

Sanctuary Choir  
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.  The darkness is no darkness with 

Thee, but the night is as clear as the day.  The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike.  God is light, 

and in Him is no darkness at all.  O let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee, for thine is the Kingdom, the 

power and the glory forevermore.  Text from Isaiah 26, Ps 139, John 1, Ps 119, Matthew 6 

 

(11:00) Sarabande, French Suite V       J.S. Bach 
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(Those who are able will please stand) 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, 

People: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You have 

blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your service 

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You have 

made, for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  

Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs 

to the children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
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AGNES DEI 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 

(Please be seated) 

THE LORD’S TABLE Lutherans believe that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the 

Body of Jesus Christ is received with the Bread and the Blood of Jesus Christ is received with the 

Wine, for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith.  Baptized Christians who confess 

their sins to God, desire to live a new life in Jesus Christ, and affirm this statement of faith, may 

celebrate this Sacrament.  All may come forward to receive a blessing  

Communicants will be led to the altar via the center aisle and may return via the side aisles.  Wine may be 

received either from one of the common cups or by Intinction (touching the wafer lightly to wine in a 

separate chalice held by the communion assistant). Gluten-free wafers are available for those who are 

sensitive to wheat and gluten.  Let the pastors know when you come forward to receive communion. Non-

Alcoholic grape juice is available for those sensitive to alcohol.  

 

THE HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

#296 Just As I Am, without One Plea           Aus Tiefer Not 

1. Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

2. Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3.  Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

4. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
 

5. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

6. Just as I am; thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 

 

#734 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling      Thompson 

1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain: “Come home, come home!   You who are weary, come home.” 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
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2. Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

 

Refrain: “Come home, come home!   You who are weary, come home.” 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 

 

3. Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
Text: Will Thompson, 1847-1909 

 

(Those who are able will please stand) 

THE COMMUNION DISMISSAL 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKS 

Assistant: We give You thanks, O Lord, for delivering up Your own Son to be our Savior 

and Redeemer.  Open our hearts to Your Spirit that we may receive His gift of 

salvation with faith and to follow Him, serving others as He has served us.  

Keep us from being distracted by the illusion of greatness that takes but does 

not give and build in our hearts the desire to serve You with all that we have 

and all that we are; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord look upon you with favor and + 

give you His peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN: #290 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy alt tune. In Babilone 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in his justice which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heav’n. 

There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment giv’n. 

 

2. There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; 

There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 

There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 

 



 11 

3. For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; 

And the heart of the eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed; 

There is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the head. 

 

4. ’Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all: 

Greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 

If our love were but more simple, we should take him at his word; 

And our lives would be all sunshine in the sweetness of our Lord. 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE:  Largo and Allegro, Sonata, Op. 3, No. 8     Arcangelo Corelli 

String Ensemble 

(11:00) Gavotte, French Suite V       J.S. Bach 
The liturgy is reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License # 7594-L. 

 

JOIN US – All worshipers are invited to join us in the Lobby for a time of fellowship 

and refreshments after worship. 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE – March 15th we worshipped the Lord with a 

congregation of 321 with 72 at the Lenten Service.  The mission and ministry of Our 

Savior are completely dependent upon God’s provision through your generous giving of 

time, talent, and treasure.  Offerings received were: General Fund: $17,090.50; Debt; 

Pastor Discretionary Fund:  $525.  Other: $276.35 
 

TODAY LAST DAY TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS:  Visit the Ministry to order 

your Easter flowers.  There will be Tulips, Daffodils, Hyacinths and Geraniums. 
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY, 

 4th SUNDAY ROTATION 

8:15 Worship Asst:  John Kuntz 

Communion Asst:  Nancy Olsen, Blessing Ndimantang, Charles Ikemenogo 

Acolyte:   Hannah Keepers 

Altar Care:  Eva Howard, Anita Davis-Libengood 

Elder:  Laima Kuring 

Reader:   Nancy Olsen 

Usher:  Dan Bresson, John Kinloch, Larry Malinowski  

 

11:00 Worship Asst:   

Communion Asst: Eleanor Donahue, Joe Murchison, Stephen Bodden  

Acolyte:   Halimah Kargbo 

Altar Care: Pam Mann, Brenda Sheaffer, Donna Sheaffer 

Elder:  Roger Engstrom  

Reader:   Paul Comolli 

Ushers:  Paul Comolli, Bob Keller, Ed Kopitskie 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AT OUR SAVIOR DURING HOLY WEEK 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE WITH  

HOLY COMMUNION (stripping of the altar)  

April 2nd – 7:30 p.m. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 3rd - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

April 4th - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

April 5th  

6:30 a.m. Sonrise (outside, weather permitting!)  

8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Traditional Easter Festival Services 
Sunday school activities but no Wee Worship 


