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Congregational Assembly Meeting 
January 24, 2021 via Zoom 
 
Attendees from board: 
John McVey, Byron Thompson, Nancy Shampo, Donna Dark, Mark Middlebusher, Roger Harrison, 
Pastor Peter DeMik, Larry Malinowski, Becci Stewart. 
 
There were 62 participants who ZOOMed in giving the assembly a quorum.  
 
John McVey began the meeting introducing the governance board members, including Roger Harrison, 
who has taken over the last vacated spot. Pastor Josh Hileman then led a devotion on Matthew 7:1-5 
and prayer.    
 
After the devotion, Mark Middlebusher and Roger Harrison were installed by Pastor Peter and prayed 
over. 
 
The minutes from last two Congregational Assemblies (held in June and September of 2020) with 
corrections, were voted on and approved. 
 
John McVey than spoke about the banner issue and lessons learned, in which he explained the following: 

❖ Reason for use of a different email address 
❖ Apologized for not using BCC to the email addresses when sending out the original banner email 

and 
❖ The history behind the banner email from the board’s perspective 

 
John also commented on how the youth representative was very articulate in her email statement and 
he was very appreciative of this.  (If you would like to have a copy of John’s statement please contact 
Donna Dark at  dmdark@yahoo.com). 
 
Pastor Peter report talked about the following topics: 
 

❖ The roof being repaired and completed. 
❖ An update on the process of hiring a new music director.   
❖ There is a new website for OSLC that it is more interactive, (check it out).  
❖ The new camera installed in the sanctuary to help with online viewing of worship.   
❖ The new fire suppression system which was installed and new heat exchanges in the offices of 

OSLC.   
❖ The solar panels, donated by a member, that will be installed on the roof of Open Arms therefore, 

giving us another way of saving electrical costs. 
 
There are plenty of ministries still going on, using ZOOM or in person with social distancing occurring as 
appropriately.  Food Bank, Youth activities, Confirmation class, Sunday School, Small group bible studies 
etc. There are twelve in all.  Devotions to families will be delivered by the OSLC staff as well as receiving 
prayer requests. 
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There are new TV’s in the Open Arms classrooms. ZOOM is being done with the pastor’s and Hannah.  
They are doing opening and interacting with the students without leaving their offices.   
 
Pastor Peter mentioned the Columbarium (Joe Murchison) and Front of the Church Landscape (Pam 
Mann) which will be discussed later. 
 
Pastor Peter discussed the banner that was installed in front of the church. He is email responses to 
those individuals who acknowledged the email. 
 
Pastor Peter also discussed what the focus of 2021 will be: 

❖ Reopening of church and Open Arms fully 
❖ Creating a ministry center and building up our community 
❖ A new vision statement for 2025 
❖ Grow new small groups 

 
The financial report was given by Larry Malinowski.  He explained that the PPP loan that we have now, 
is in a holding pattern, waiting for PNC to let us know when they need the paperwork for forgiveness.   
We are submitting a request for a second PPP loan, called PPP#2 asking for the same amount of $301,700 
to supplement payroll for Open Arms.  Right now, we are losing money in the operating of Open Arms 
and we need the second PPP loan in order to keep Open Arms operational. 
 
There was a motion on the floor for a resolution about the second PPP loan: 
 

“Resolved, that we, the members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, authorize the use of the funds 
received from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP #2) loan ($301,700) to pay the staff of Open Arms 
and Our Savior Lutheran Church for a twenty-four week period following the closing date of the loan, and 
other covered expenses, in order to have the loan fully forgiven, per the terms of the loan. “ 
 
This resolution was second, discussed and then approved. 
 
Numbers were given as to what we have as far as cash on hand in August 2020:  $727,397.15; Mortgage 
balance: $1,954,947.82.  January cash on hand: $567,624.77; Mortgage balance: 1,907,475.50. 
 
Next was the presentation of the Columbarium by Joe Murchison.  Some issues were brought up 
concerning the county permit and location of said Columbarium.  Therefore, a resolution was amended 
on the floor to read: 
 

“Be it resolved that Our Savior Lutheran Church develop a feasibility plan for the installation of a 
memorial garden and columbarium for the disposition of cremains of its members and their immediate 
family members. “ 
 
The above resolution was seconded, discussed and then 60 Yay, 2 Nay. 
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Pam Mann than presented the concern of the church landscape front entrance.  Pam explained the 
following: 

❖ What would go into this garden 
❖ What would come out of the garden 
❖ What would stay in the garden 
❖ What the Faith Walk would look like 
❖ Who would clean, replace the bricks finish the Faith Walk. 

 
A resolution was put forth reading: 

“Whereas, the OSLC campus front garden’s upkeep has become difficult to maintain and with an 
opportunity to improve the appearance and to decrease subsequent maintenance, 
Be it resolved that: 
 The design work as discussed at the 24 January 2021 congregational assembly for the front 
garden be implemented.  Be it further resolved that financing for this project will be by private donation 
and/or volunteer work.” 
 
The above resolution was seconded, discussed and then voted. The tally was 62 Yay, 0 Nay. 
 
Assembly was closed with prayer by Pastor Peter and then he sang the doxology. 
 
Donna Dark, GB secretary   


