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PASTOR'S NOTE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Happy August! For me, August holds great memories. When I was a kid, August was the month
when I generally took a trip to the small town of Schererville in Northwest, Indiana for a visit to
my grandparents. For a city kid from Arlington, Virginia, a trip to Indiana was special, especially
since my grandparents lived on and serviced a forty-acre Christmas Tree farm. I will always
hold onto the dinners with iced tea and lime jello out on the back porch with the family around
the table. It was great.

My grandparents died ten weeks apart in 1995. As a family, we held onto the farm for several
decades but sold it a few years back because it became increasingly difficult to maintain. The
house and barn remain, but our family cannot recreate what once was.

Things change in this life. People come and go. We are blessed to be in a relationship with and
share life with one another. That's one thing I have learned through this season of life we have
gone through called the pandemic. We need to appreciate the people around us, as well as the
time we get to spend together, because we don't know when things are going to change. 
Soon August will wear on into September, and we will be in the throws of a new school year,
and we'll all ask where the summer went. God willing, in-person Sunday School will be starting
again, and we will continue the post-COVID recovery for our congregation. We are praying
about and excitedly anticipating a new Music Director. We are excited about the new ministry
to children and young adults and new small groups. We are excited about the ongoing powerful
mission to children and their families through Open Arms. We are excited about the wonderful
things that God is doing—and what God will do in and through Our Savior Lutheran Church as
many things change.

Things change in this life. But one thing NEVER changes. Psalm 102:25-27 tells us, "In the
beginning, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing, you will
change them and they will be discarded. But you remain the same, and your years will never
end." Hebrews 13:8 reads this way, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever."
This August my family will take a trip to a very familiar small town in Northwest Indiana, to
Valparaiso University, where both my wife Michelle and I attended college. We won't be going
to the Christmas Tree farm in Schererville this time, but rather to take our oldest to college. We
are excited for the new things that God will do in her life, and for the new things God will do in
ours over the course of the next few months. Remember and treasure what God has done—but
let's not dwell too long there. There are new people who gather around that table of God's
grace to meet and get to know. Let's get excited about what our changeless God is going to do
yet! Happy August!

In the joy of Jesus,
Pastor Peter



F R I D A Y ,  A U G U S T  6 ,  1 2 - 6  P M

at OSLC 11361 Laurel-bowie rd. Laurel, MD 20708
 

Visit OSLC this Friday to support our missions team! They are
heading out to Puerto Rico in October and need your support!

Meals 10$ Each Cash Only
Order your to-go meal which will Include 2 pieces of meat (fried

chicken or fish), 2 Sides (Mac&Cheese, potato salad, green
beans, collard greens), a Bread roll, and a drink (water or soda)

 



Ugh, another request to ask me to do something that I don’t feel comfortable doing. Why am I
constantly bombarded with these requests? Don’t you know, Pastor Josh, that I am not qualified to lead
a group of people? Don’t you know that I don’t have all the answers to deep theological questions?
Don’t you know that I don’t have the time to research, develop, and plan a Bible study? 

One of these, or maybe all of them, are thoughts that have run through your mind when you hear me or
someone else mentions the need for small group leaders. But I am here to share with you that you are
the person we are looking for to lead small groups. None of us is perfect or has all the answers. None of
us has an endless amount of time to research, develop, and plan a Bible study. But that is not what we
are looking for in a small group leader. What we are looking for is someone passionate about the Lord.
Someone that enjoys a meal or a few snacks. Someone that is looking to learn more about the God
who creates, sacrifices, and redeems. You, on your own, are not capable of leading. I am not capable of
leading on my own. But through the power of God and with His guidance, you can lead a small group.
That is not a cliché, nor is it patronizing; it is the belief that through Christ, all things are possible. I truly
believe that God uses us despite our fears to accomplish good things for His purposes. You can do it
with God’s help.

Because of the above questions, you may have stopped yourself from considering entering into small
group leadership so quickly that you never thought of the why. Why small groups? We, your pastors,
believe that small group ministry is an essential component in the life of a Christian. We believe this
because we see small groups as the focal point of Jesus’ ministry on Earth. Jesus emphasized for us
that the paradigm of living alone is not healthy. In fact, He encouraged a close-knit community of
believers to join together to invest in each other, to love, support, and care for one another. This pattern
of ministry continued into the early Church as well. In Acts 2:42-47, we can see three distinct yet
related patterns develop that show the vision and mission of small groups. The first is the relational
pattern. The early church gathered together and got to know each other. In other words, they
Connected with each other. The second is the growth pattern. The early church studied and devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching. Their lives were changed by the transformational power of the
Holy Spirit. The third is the missional pattern. The early church served and helped not only one another
but those around them. They lived life with one another and the community they were in, Cultivating
the place that God placed them to further His Kingdom. These patterns all connect in small group
ministry by intentionally connecting you with a group of people, all relying on the Spirit to change them
into being more like Christ while actively seeking people in the community with whom you cultivate
relationships.

In reigniting the small group ministry at OSLC individually and collectively, we will embody the church’s
mission to Know the unconditional love of God, Grow in their relationships with Jesus Christ and others,
and Go share this good news in word and deed. I am excited for the ways in which the Holy Spirit will
work in and through each one of you, but the question remains who will answer the call.

Is God calling you to be a leader? 
Are you willing to take that next step in your faith journey and encourage others in theirs? 

If you are interested in being a small group leader or to learn more about this ministry opportunity,
please contact me, pastorjosh@oslclaurel.org. You can even contact me with any questions you may
have as long as they aren’t the questions at the top of the page.

S M A L L  G R O U P S

mailto:pastorjosh@oslclaurel.org


Upcoming Events...
AUGUST 27-30: Assateague Island Beach trip

If you know of someone who is in need of a
youth group home, please don't hesitate to
reach out! Although we are in a time of physical
separation, our youth is still active in God's
Word, fellowship, and a few activities when we
are able! 

Contact Natasha Bowlds to get connected
natasha@oslclaurel.org

Y O U T H

Our AWESOME youth volunteers for VBS!



BIBLE STUDIESSumme r

Conflict is a part of human life. It happens amongst family
members, work colleagues, sports team members, school
classmates, and yes, even church members! How should we as
Christians deal with conflict? Come join Tina McGuffey for this 6-
week study on Tuesday nights beginning July 27th at 7:00 pm on
zoom. You will see how God’s ministry of reconciliation is meant to
be lived out in your daily life, learning practical ways to apply your
Christian faith in family, business, church, and legal conflicts.

B L E S S E D  A R E  T H E  P E A C E M A K E R S :
STUDY ON RECONCIL IAT ION

Aug 3 - Sept 7, Tuesdays at 7pm via Zoom

The zoom link will be provided in the weekly Pulse. Join us!

Join us on Thursday nights as we explore how the presence of God
is in all the details of our lives, and His Plan for us all in the midst
of this sinful world. Check out the following page to join us for a
fun and insightful trip to Lancaster. PA to experience this Bible
story come to life.

C H O S E N :
STUDY THROUGH THE BOOK OF ESTHER

July 8 - Sept 9, Thursday's at 7:00 via Zoom



Mark your ca l endars
A S S A T
E A G U E

AUGUST 27-29
Our yearly youth camping event at the beach is back in

action! If you are interested in helping lead/chaperone

or if you are a youth or know a youth who would like to

participate, please contact Natasha Bowlds at

NATASHA@OSLCLAUREL.ORG



BIBLE STUDY
OPPORTUNITIES

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

We need your help! There are many ways to
serve on Sunday: greeters, ushers, AV team,
and more! Contact us here if you can help!

Food Bank is operating (8/21), come help
out on Friday around 6 pm to help package
food and/or this Saturday to help set-
up/distribute at 8 am! Contact us to get
connected!

First Tuesday of every month a team from
OSLC serves food to those in need at a
soup kitchen that feeds those in need of a
meal in the community. 

NO Sunday Bible Study: We will resume in

the fall

Tuesdays 7 pm: Blessed are the

Peacemakers: a bible study on

reconciliation via Zoom.

Thursdays 7 pm: Chosen, a study through

the book of Esther via Zoom.

Contact the church office for any zoom
information for the studies below at
office@oslclaurel.org. Links will be in the
Pulse weekly email!

HERE IS YOUR
SUMMER
PLAYLIST!

SUMMER SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Check out our Summer playlist
on Spotify. Click here to head
to the playlist. Take a listen!

Serve on Sunday 8:15 & 10:45

Smiling Souls Food Bank

Elizabeth House

https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/
https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0LFGv5YzObbvFR7O0clmHq?si=4213f161846a4465

