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PASTOR'S NOTE
Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus,
It’s October, the month of cooler temperatures, colorful leaves, and candy. It’s my favorite month of
the year—perhaps for all of those reasons—and maybe one more.
Twenty one Octobers ago, Peter Walsh asked if I would run a leg of the Baltimore Marathon in his
place because something had come up. I agreed to do so, and ran in my first marathon with John
Kuntz and his two sons. It also happened to be the very first Baltimore Running Festival of its kind.
Every October, every year since, on the second or third Saturday of the month, I have run either a leg
of the relay, the half marathon, or the full marathon. Over the years, I have run this race with many
of you who remain in the congregation, as well as many who have moved away. My brother even
flew out to run it with me one year. For the most part, running in October has been a very joyful
experience.
Last year was an exception.
Last year, I ran alone. I had signed up to run the full marathon, but due to COVID, of course,
everything about the race changed. In fact, there was no race. There were just a bunch of runners,
running somewhere or other on that day, or sometime during that weekend. They called it a “virtual”
marathon, but there was nothing virtual about real feet pounding the pavement and doing it all
alone. It was real. It was hard.I didn’t find it at all the same.
Missing were the allies, fellow runners all striving with one goal, to finish the race and do so
together. Missing were the people banging pots and pans on their front porches and the person who
faithfully dressed in a tiger costume who danced on the roof of their car to the sound of Survivor’s
Eye of the Tiger. Missing were the people handing out water and goo. Missing were the paramedics
ready and waiting to serve those in need. Missing were the people at the end, with medals in hand,
who were the first to congratulate a runner for giving it all they had in finishing.
This October 9, I am excited to return to the streets of Baltimore as a “twenty-timer” to hear the
encouragement and the breathing of runners at my side (and passing me by…) as well as the sounds
of the city, but I am excited also to be running the race that God has laid out for me. I know that I am
not running this race alone. None of us are. We run the race with Peter, James, and John. We run the
race with Mary. And Mary.And the other Mary. And Martha, and Esther. We run the race with people
whose names we don’t know yet, who have professed the same faith in Jesus Christ that we do,
sometimes under tremendous persecution. We run this race with them all looking forward to the
finish line. In the book of Hebrews we read, "Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising its shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God."
Even if you aren’t running in the Baltimore Running festival this October, let’s find new ways to
encourage one another in the race of faith we run together. As we worship, study, serve and share
in the Christian life, let’s cheer each other on as we look to Jesus and what he endured for us.
In Jesus,
Pastor Peter

Education

OPPORTUNITIES
S u n d a y
CREATION TO CHAOS
9:30 AM BIBLE STUDY DIVING INTO GENESIS
For adults and highschoolers on Sunday morning - located in
the fellowship hall.

A REFORMATION STUDY
9:30 AM STUDY IN THE PRAYER ROOM
An opportunity to learn more about the 1517 Reformation and
how it lead to the Lutheran church today.

d u r i n g

t h e

w e e k

MANNA IN THE MORNING
STUDY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Tuesday's at 9:30 am in person in the fellowship hall

AN UNSHAKEABLE KINGDOM
STUDY THROUGH THE BOOK OF HEBREWS
Wednesday's at 7:00 via Zoom lead by Pastor Peter

MANNA FOR MOMS
A TIME OF STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP FOR MOMS
Thursday's at 10:30 am via Zoom
for more info contact the church office: office@oslclaurel.org

T R U N K
OR

TREAT

It’s that Fall time of year again. With that brings the excitement of Halloween to children. This
brings excitement to us as we will participate once again in Trunk or Treat. This is an exciting
opportunity for us to give kids the best TREAT of all as we get the Gospel out to children and
their families in our community.

Halloween falls on a Sunday this year. Trunk or Treat will be Sunday,
October 31st from 5:00pm-7:00pm.
As many events have been affected by COVID, this year’s Trunk or Treat is no exception. Trunk
or Treat will look a little different as we will ONLY be handing out candy to children. We will not
serve hot dogs, drinks, or any other treats to our guests.There will not be a moon bounce,
Tumble Bus, or games. Additionally, as we would like to spread The Word and NOT germs, we
are asking those who are sharing a trunk or distributing candy to wear masks.

There are several ways you can help out with this event:
Decorate A Trunk
We hope to have a great turn out of trunks ready to spread the message of God’s Love
and Hope to our community. Think of a Bible Story, Bible Story Character, or Religious
Message that can easily be shared with children. If you need ideas, sign up and we’ll get
in touch with you. We have lots of ideas and costumes for you to borrow.
Please let us know you are doing a trunk by signing up in the lobby on Sunday or during
the week.

Volunteer To Help
We will need people to help set-up, distribute & replenish candy, and clean up. You can
come dressed-up or just as you are!

Donate Candy
Please donate candy for this event. Candy Collection bins will be in the Lobby.

Invite Others
Tell your grandkids, nieces & nephews, co-workers with kids, and neighbors about his
event.
Remember, Spreading God’s Love is a Real Treat!
Thank you, in advance, for your help.
Martha Steinbach, Brittany Cushnie, & Dawn McClosky

NEW MEMBER
CLASS
beginnning this saturday
at 10 am through october
Hi,
I hope you are doing well and looking forward to experiencing the awesomeness of God during
the change from Summer to Fall. I have a few questions for you, though?
Have you ever wondered what it means to be a member of a church? Are you interested in
learning what we believe, teach, and confess here at Our Savior? Do you have questions about
the different aspects of the church and how they fit what is in the Bible? Are you looking for a
group of people to surround you, encourage you, and grow with you?
Did you answer yes to any of those questions? Great! I would personally like to invite you to the
New Member class IN-PERSON from Saturday, October 9th to Saturday, October 30th, from 10
am-1 pm. During the class, we will explore many different aspects of Christianity. Here is a list
of some of the topics we will discuss: Who is God? What is grace? What is the Bible? What are
the Sacraments?
I’m excited about this opportunity as we come to know more fully the amazing grace that God
has given to each of us through His Son, Jesus. To sign up or for more information, email
pastorjosh@oslclaurel.org or check out our website here. I hope to see you there!
-Pastor Josh

GRIEFSHARE
Our GriefShare group will begin meeting virtually on zoom and in-person in the prayer room at
the church on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. Our next session will begin Monday, Oct 4th.
If you or anyone you know is grieving the loss of a loved one, consider taking part or inviting
someone to participate in this program. For more information, please contact
griefshare@oslclaurel.org. Our upcoming events are listed on our website!
Click here to learn more and register!

YOUTH

Our first in-person youth group this year!

Confirmation is on Sundays!
Come into the Open Arms wing of the church Sunday morning and we will
get started!

Youth Group on Wednesday Nights!
All students in grades 6-12 are invited to youth group on Wednesdays
from 7-8:30 PM. We meet in the fellowship hall as a group for games and
devotions. Then we will split into middle school and high school
discussion groups for the remainder of the time.
Upcoming Events...
High School Retreat: grades 9-12, TBD
Baltimore QUAKE: grades 6-9, January 7-9, 2022
Breakaway: grades 9-12, March 4-6, 2022
Confirmation Retreat: May 6-8, 2022
National Youth Gathering: grades 9-12, July 9-13, 2022
If you know of someone who is in need of a youth group home, please
don't hesitate to reach out! Although we are in a time of physical
separation, we have made an effort to make sure our youth have the
opportunity every week to be active in God's Word and in fellowship
Contact Natasha Bowlds to get connected
natasha@oslclaurel.org
Visit our youth page on the web for more info!

Join us for the 2022

LCMS YOUTH
GATHERING
WHAT IS THE LCMS YOUTH GATHRING?
Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of
youth and adults the opportunity to come together as a community of God’s people
to be encouraged in their walk with Jesus Christ and learn about the Christian faith
and their Lutheran identity.
The Gathering is more than the five days of the event. The preparation process for
the Gathering brings together young people and supportive adults to encourage each
other in their baptismal identity. The Gathering provides young people a vision for
the vastness of Christ’s Church and equips them for vocational service as they
continue their walk with Jesus.

Click here for more info!

PARENT INFO MEETING OCT 10 & 11
Our youth director will be hosting two info meetings for parents, one in person on Oct
10 at 12 pm after service in the OSLC Library, and another via Zoom on Oct 11 at 7
pm. If you are interested in attending to get more info on this event please email
natasha@oslclaurel.org. We encourage all parents of youth to attend as we look
forward to planning and attending this amazing opportunity in Houston next year!

WHAT TO BE A YAV AT THE GATHERING?
FOR AGES 19-25
YAV (Young Adult Volunteers) are identified by their orange shirts and awesome
spirit at the gathering. Young adults ages 19-25 can join Orange Nation and choose
from two different Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) opportunities – YAV Team Captains
and YAV. Connect with hundreds of LCMS young adults and serve adult leaders and
youth at the Gathering.

Click here for more info and to apply to be a YAV

Pastor Appreciation Month
October is Pastor Appreciation Month. OSLC has been richly blessed with Pastor Peter, Pastor Josh, and
Pastor Flahn. The Women of Our Savior (LWML) invite you to celebrate our 3 Shepherds with prayers,
encouragement, and thank-yous! First, use the prayer calendar below to cover them in prayer for each
day, the entire month of October! Write a note to thank them or encourage them in their ministries for us
and the Laurel community. A small table will be set up "In the Way," for the month of October. We will
supply cards and notes for you to use. Three boxes will be marked for each Pastor, for you to put your
gratitude and encouraging notes in. If you like, you can use your own cards, and also include a gift card
with your notes of thank you's and encouragement. Another thought, you can also make a donation in the
Pastors' names to the Planting for the Future Fund or other designated OSLC funds. Let's be a blessing to
our Pastors and let them know we are blessed to have them as our Pastors.

p r a y e r
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

c a l e n d a r
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Thank God for blessing
us with Pastor Peter,
Pastor Josh, and Pastor
Orlando. // Jeremiah 3:15
3

Pray for courage and
strength for our pastors.
// Joshua 1:9

10

Ask God to give our
pastors good health. // 3
John 1:2

17

Pray for unity in the
church. // 1 Corinthians
1:10

4
Ask the Holy Spirit to
speak to us through our
pastors as they preach
His Word of love and
grace. // Acts 4:31
11

Pray for the love of God
in the lives of our
pastors. // 1 Corinthians
13:1-3
18

31

Pray that God will bless
our pastors. // 2
Corinthians 9:8-9

12

13

Ask God to renew the
Pray that our pastors
strength of our pastors. // keep the main thing the
Isaiah 40:28-31
main thing. // Matthew
6:33
19

26

Thank God that our
pastors can find rest in
Him. // Matthew 11:2830

20

Pray for guidance and
direction from the Holy
Spirit. // Proverbs 11:14

27

Thank God for His
continued protection of
our pastors. // Psalm 91

Pray that God will bless
our pastors. // Numbers
6:24-26

7

8

9

Ask God to increase the
wisdom of our pastors. //
1 Kings 3:7-9

Pray that love will
surround and encourage
our pastors. // John
13:34-35

Pray for humility. // Micah
6:8

6

Pray that our pastors
Thank God for a day of
clearly see God’s
rest. Help our pastors
direction for their lives
relax today and
and for the church. //
recharge. // Exodus 33:14 Proverbs. 3:5-6

Pray that we can
Pray for unity and love in
encourage our pastors in our pastors’ families. //
faith. // Romans 1:11-12 Psalm 128:3-4

Pray that God will
25
open the door for their
Pray that they can rejoice messages today and
in the Lord and not be
that they proclaim them
anxious about anything. clearly. // Colossians 4:3// Philippians 4:4-9
6
24

5

2

15

14

Pray for encouragement.
// Hebrews 10:24-25

Pray for Godly
friendships and
connections. //
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
22

Pray for protection
against evil for our
pastors. // John 17:15

23
Ask God to give our
pastors a passion for
scripture and time to
study it. // Psalm 119:1516

29
Thank God for our
pastors and our
partnership with them in
the Gospel. // Philippians
1:3-6

Pray that they will have
a close walk with God. //
Deuteronomy 10:12

21

Pray that our pastors
have a strong prayer life.
// 1 John 5:14

28

Pray that God gives our
pastors the fruits of the
Spirit in abundance. //
Galatians 5:22-25

16

Pray for protection from
temptation. // Luke
22:39-40

30

Olivewood by Holy Land
Christians
Did you miss the Holy Land Christian's olivewood carvings this morning? Did someone snag the
one you wanted? Did you forget your wallet? Well, good news, you can go to their website and
purchase their carvings from there! These carvings include olive wood nativity sets, crosses,
Christmas ornaments, candle holders, angles, and many other religious crafts that make a nice
wedding, baptism, Easter, and especially Christmas gifts.
These carvings are handmade by Christian families in Bethlehem who relies on sales for their
daily bread. For more than ten years Bethlehem Christians have been enduring many hardships
as tourism in Bethlehem has plummeted and access to other sources of income has been
sharply restricted due to the ongoing conflict and the COVID 19 pandemic. Many Christians left
their homeland. The Christian population of the Holy Land went down from 30% in the last
century to almost 1% today.
Please help support our Christian brothers and sisters in Bethlehem by purchasing their
carvings. Proceeds go to support Christian artisans from Bethlehem. It is never too late to help!
Please click here to visit our website to purchase your gifts online: www.holylandcsc.com

Support a Christian family in Bethlehem.
For centuries, Bethlehem Christians have been using the olive wood to make religious crafts and
relying on selling them to Christian pilgrims for their livelihood. But, because of war and
continuous conflict, tourism has plummeted during the past fifteen years. Unemployment has
reached its highest, and Christian families are struggling to get daily bread. Unfortunately, many
Christians are leaving the Holy Land due to these events. For the first time since Jesus’s
resurrection, the Christian population of the Holy Land is only 1%.

Imagine the land of Jesus without Christians!
After and between all services, many beautiful hand-carved olive wood religious articles are
available for sale. Such as Nativity sets, crosses, angels, Christmas ornaments, candle holders,
religious figures, and many more. Your purchase will be special since the olive wood is a
hardwood that will remain beautiful and intact for generations.

Buying one piece supports a Christian family for a few days.
Nothing is more special than owning a Nativity Set carved in Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus
Christ.
The Christians of Bethlehem need your support, today.
Let us all carefully protect our Christian roots in the Holy Land.

Your generosity is deeply appreciated.

IT'S YOUR
BIRTHDAY
Reach out and celebrate with them
01 Ben Stewart

16 Frances Keepers

02 Liz Ott

17 Bryten Hileman

03 DanBowlds

19 Charles Dampare

03 Marlene Krause

19 Kathryn Steinbach

04 Jennifer Jones

20 Kyle McCloskey

04 Steven Steinbach

20 Moo Milarch

07 Arianna Dinally

21 George Mahler

08 Dylan Corrick

22 Alexis Doe

08 Joyce Danso

22 Paul Gilbertz

08 Mara Heneks

22 Lynette Petito

09 Brian Modeste

23 Louis Hall

12 Rosemond Bodjona

24 Holly Hebert

12 Kenleigh Killo

25 Claudia Johnson

12 Richard Lopez

26 Art Marshall

13 Lucas Turner

26 Zion Wainwright

14 Nancy Love

28 Esme' Krueger

14 Jolomi Oshiberu

31 Arianna Carrington

14 Carole Pieper
15 Jace Arnold

ANNIVERSARIES
03 Rich and Anita Libengood

15 Hope Kuawogai

07 David and Diane Bicjan

15 Norma Modeste

08 Ron and Helen Kasemeyer

15 Zenaida Modeste

12 Ron and Carole Pieper

15 Allen Rau

19 Dave and Tina McGuffey
22 Andre and Jennifer Jones
30 Bob and Kimberly Keller

SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES
Serve on Sunday 8:15 & 10:45
We need your help! There are many ways to
serve on Sunday: greeters, ushers, AV team,
and more! Contact us here if you can help!

Smiling Souls Food Bank
Food Bank is operating (10/9), come help
out on Friday around 6 pm to help package
food and/or this Saturday to help setup/distribute at 8 am!
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Elizabeth House
First Tuesday of every month a team from
OSLC serves food to those in need at a
soup kitchen that feeds those in need of a
meal in the community.
Contact us to get connected!

CONGREGATIONAL
ASSEMBLY UPDATES
If you are interested in viewing any of the
documents or presentations that were presented in
our congregational assembly on September 19 you
can now view them and the minutes of the meeting
on our website.
Click here to view documents and minutes from the
Congregational Assembly

HERE IS YOUR
FALL PLAYLIST!

Check out our Fall playlist on
Spotify. Click here to head to
the playlist. Take a listen!

