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PASTOR'S NOTE
Dear brothers and sisters,

April showers bring May flowers. So the rhyme goes, and I believe it. I am looking forward to

the flowers I planted a few weeks ago growing. They are not yet what they will be. Some

have yet to bud and bloom and explode. April holds the promise of flowers that will yet fill

our yards and gardens with color: reds and oranges, yellows and purples. There are annuals

that blaze for but a year and perennials that keep on coming back. Imagine a garden without

diversity of color and textures and smells that bring our senses to life. It would be pretty

boring.

We are God’s garden, living in the promise of April with the hope of May’s diverse growth.

Our Savior Lutheran Church’s vision since 2015 has centered on the word diversity: “Our

Savior Lutheran Church will be a Spirit-empowered family of faith, focused on Jesus Christ,

whose members and missions reflect the diversity of our neighborhood and holistically

address the needs of our neighbors with the love of God.” Diverse members. Diverse missions.

Diversity is beautiful in the garden, and diversity is beautiful in God’s garden. As we meet and

talk, and listen, and discuss, God plants us where he wants us, to helps us to grow and

flourish. Throughout this past year, when we have been unable to meet and talk and listen

and discuss, we have missed out on opportunities to “cross” pollinate and learn another’s

story and gain an insight that might inform our perspectives. Diversity is God’s goal when he

sends his disciples out to the ends of the earth just before he ascended into heaven. Diversity

is God’s goal when he brings the nations to Jerusalem at Pentecost. Our God is a God that

appreciates the diversity of people (because he made them) and methods of ministry

(because he is not boring).

I’m ready for May flowers, but the April of our lives might still not be over yet. The promise of

life after COVID-19 is here, but it has not yet been realized. Still these rain storms are forging

the way for new ministries to flower in “May.” How has God been working on you and in you

during this time to cause you to grow? What ministries are we needing to let go of? What new

ministries are yet to be born? What is God going to do through Our Savior Lutheran Church?

As you look at the flowers of May—that God caused to grow, by the way—remember that God,

the Creator and Sustainer of all, has clothed them in splendor beyond that of Solomon.

Through Christ Jesus, his death and resurrection, the Lord has clothed each of us with his

perfection. We are diverse in perspective and story, who bring beauty to God’s garden, His

Church. As we each grow in faith and in the grace of God, He fills us up with joy and the

seeds of his Gospel. Send the seeds of the Gospel to the ears of those who need to hear it!

Let’s do some planting! Let it grow. Let it go. Let’s see what God is going to do!

In the joy of the resurrection,

Pastor Peter
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On May 23rd, we will celebrate Pentecost, the

day that the promise of Christ was made known

when the apostles were filled with the Holy

Spirit. Why are we celebrating Pentecost, you

may ask because we remember the Word of God

was proclaimed to thousands of people in their

own language on the first Pentecost. We gather

together on this day to celebrate the entire

church by gathering together as one united

church, one body, at one outdoor service at 10

am. During this service, God’s Word will be read

and sang in different languages. We will

welcome to the family of believers new members

 and confirmands. I am excited to see people

gathered together, giving thanks and praise to

God for the faith that He has given to us all thru

the work of the Spirit. So throw a chair in the

trunk, grab a blanket to sit on, or whatever you

can think of that you may need to worship

outdoors. But don’t forget to join us on May 23rd

at 10 am as the entire Our Savior family joins in

celebrating God calling people of all languages,

ages, and nationalities to Himself.

// Pastor Josh



Thank you for participating in the successful Open Arms Pizza Kit

Fundraiser from Little Caesars. We made $546 from this

fundraiser. The funds will be used for outdoor toys/items for the

spring. The students enjoyed Read Across America the first week

of March. Thanks to congregational members who joined in over

Zoom and read children’s book to classrooms. We currently have

79 children enrolled, which is up form 47 in January. We praise

God for our increased enrollment! Please pray for teachers as

they continue to navigate this classroom atmosphere during this

time, and for continued increased enrollment.

OPEN ARMS

UPDATE

Becci Stewart
Open Arms Childcare Development

Center Director



YOUTH

Upcoming Events...

MAY 15: CONFIRMATION COOKOUT

MAY 23: CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

JUNE 19: QUAKE PART 2

If you know of someone who is in need of a youth group

home, please don't hesitate to reach out! Although we

are in a time of physical separation, our youth is still

active in God's Word, fellowship, and a few activities

when we are able! We are continuing to meet once a

week for high school (Wed 7p), middle school (Tue 7p),

and confirmation (Thu 7p).

Contact Natasha Bowlds to get connected

natasha@oslclaurel.org

April 24 was a good day for an AMAZING RACE! Toilet

paper, blocks, tents, balloons, marshmallows, balls,

flamingos and Chick-fil-A. Youth on a mission! 



Upcoming at
O S L C
5/23 PENTECOST SUNDAY

Confirmation/New Member Sunday

UPCOMING MISSIONS

7/2 SUMMER AT THE MOVIES

FREE - Every Friday night at 8 pm in the back lot in July

7/18 PRAYER SERVICE

Pastor Orlando leads us in a time of prayer

8/27-29 ASSATEAGUE

Youth camping event at the beach

7/17-24 GARRETT COUNTY

Contact Pastor Peter for more info

10/2-10/8 PUERTO RICO

A long over-due mission trip along side Praying Pelicans



After getting approval to proceed from the Board of Governors on Nov 19,

2020 and then the Congregational Assembly on Jan 24 this year, work on

the OSLC Garden Renewal plan was completed on Mar 31! Starting with

the removal of several trees on Feb 3, and the eventual levelling out of the

land, ridding it of unwanted debris, using old mulch to build up the ground

along “The Way” to guide water away from the building, and adding rocks

to help keep water and dirt away from building walls and guiding the

water from downspouts to two drains, 15 new plant types and two grassy

areas were introduced, and several plants from the old garden were

retained. Lastly, the existing old Faith Walk bricks were removed, cleaned,

and along with about 300 new pavers, were re-laid on a leveled and

enhanced foundation to complete the entire length of the Walk, with the

inscribed bricks distributed throughout. Though the Walk has been

completed, it is not “finished”: as new inscribed bricks are acquired, they

will replace plain bricks, which can be readily removed from the Walk. (To

purchase a brick with the inscription of your choice, please contact Cheryl

Lee or the Church office.)

 

Many thanks go to Landscape Architect Stephen Wlodarczyk, who, at no

cost, provided the garden plan for year-round color, beauty and ease of

maintainability for our church to enjoy for years to come, and to the

awesome crew who worked diligently and professionally to implement the

plan and lay the Faith Walk.

If you love our new church garden and would like to help preserve it,

please consider being part of a “Friends of the new Our Savior Garden”

team; no special skills or experience is needed - just a desire to keep the

new garden looking neat & clean throughout the year. Contact Pam Mann,

or the church office. Thanks!

NEW OSLC GARDEN



LWML
UPDATE

Lutheran Women of Our Savior 

We meet the second Sunday of the month. Mother’s

Day is the second Sunday in May; so we will not

meet/zoom together this month. We will meet again

the second Sunday on June 12, 2021.

 

Some of you may not realize our group is part of

larger groups in the LWML. We are local; are part of

the Baltimore Zone; which is part of the Chesapeake

District; which is part of the National LWML. Our

Baltimore Zone is hosting a gathering on Saturday,

May 15. At the larger gatherings, the gathering has an

“ingathering” of suggested items to help local

missions and people in need. The May gathering is to

benefit The Pregnancy Clinic Ministry. Listed in the

next column is the info for the May 15 gathering. 

MITES in ACTION:

The National LWML set a 2019-2021 mission goal of

raising $2,100,000.00 in donations to fund mission

grants for all over the world. The goal was

achieved/received March 31, 2021. As of today,

$2,204,724.55 has been donated for LWML missions.

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow. Our LWML

Chesapeake District has set the goal of receiving

$45,000 in donations to fund mission projects in our

area. Our own OSLC was approved for a grant of

$3,500 to fund Bibles and books for our Open Arms

and for various educational programs at OSLC. So far,

grant # 1 has been paid. OSLC grant is number #5 on

the mission grant list. 

Our recent mite donations for September 2020–April

2021 have totaled $153.52.Thank you everyone for

your generous giving!! 

    

The LWML National Convention, June 24-27, 2021 is in

Lexington, Kentucky. If you would like more information

on attending, please contact Christine Maconachy

and/or visit the LWML website: lwml.org 

LWML Baltimore Zone Spring Rally

May 15, 2021 8:30-12:00 Noon

Galilee Lutheran Church, 

4652 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122

Galilee Lutheran LWML is delighted to host the

upcoming Spring Rally! We are very excited and busily

preparing for this event. It will be a blessing to see

our sisters in Christ after so many months of

lockdowns and zoom meetings. We are looking

forward to greeting you, even if it’s behind a mask!

Below you will find information about our Ingathering

collection.

    The Pregnancy Clinic Ministry is helping mothers in

need with Godly guidance and hope. The Baby Shower

themed event will provide needed items for the clinic.

A representative from PC Ministry will be here to give

a presentation on the PC Ministry and answer any

questions.

    The Pregnancy Clinic Ministry needs our help!

Clients who take three Life Sense classes earn a "Baby

Shower in a Bag," in which they receive diapers, new

baby clothes, blankets, and supplies they'd normally

get at a baby shower. PC Ministry also offers limited

emergency aid to parents of newborns who are in

need.

Items needed include:

• Disposable Diapers: sizes NB, 1, 2, 4 and 5

• Baby Wipes

• Baby Shampoo, Baby Wash, and Baby Lotion

• Diaper Ointment

• Onesies and Undershirts

• Socks or Booties

• New Infant clothing: sizes NB, 0-3 months, 3-6

months, 6-9 months

• Crib blankets and sheets

• Receiving Blankets

• Baby Bath Towel and Wash

• Diaper bag

• Gift cards to Target and Walmart (allows PC

Ministry to buy what they need)

• Registration begins at 8:30 am. We hope you plan to

attend.

If you are interested in going, let me know. We can

possibly set up a carpool. The carpool would leave

OSLC at 8:15 AM. You can reach out to me.

Thank you ALL, each and everyone of you, for ALL you do in His Precious Names as you serve in His Mission

Field. “Let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” Colossians 3:15 

In Christ Alone, Christine Maconachy 



BIBLE STUDIES

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Sundays 9:30am: Adult Bible Study, we begin our

new study in person in the Fellowship Hall!

Tuesdays 9:30am: Manna in Morning, Lead by

Cynthia Manock, studying the book of

Ecclesiastes. Contact us for more info.

Wednesdays 7pm: Pastors Bible study lead by

Jon Diefenthaler, studying the life of Joseph.

Thursdays 10:30am: Manna for Moms

Contact the church office for any zoom information

for the studies below at office@oslclaurel.org

HERE IS YOUR

EASTER SEASON

PLAYLIST!

WAYS TO SERVE

Check out Pastor Josh's Easter Season playlist on

Spotify. Scan the image if you have the app or click

here to head to the playlist. Take a listen!

We need your help! There are many ways to

serve on Sunday: greeters, ushers, AV team,

and more! Contact us here if you can help!

Next weekend Food Bank is operating (5/9),

come help out on Friday around 6 pm to

help package food and/or this Saturday to

help set-up/distribute at 8 am! Contact us

to get connected!

Serve on Sunday 8:15 & 10:45

Smiling Souls Food Bank

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4t33bxCMLstvOO3dMgbX5z?si=tjqKfyUDTvqhVqDw5nW7JQ&nd=1
https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/
https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/

