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PASTOR'S NOTE
Think back to when you were in school or if you are in school remember the beginning
of a new year. A new school year means a new schedule, new classes, new teachers,
and new educational opportunities. Do you remember the uncertainty of the first few
weeks in that newness? After a few weeks that uncertainty became routine and
comfortable. It is around this time that growth and flourishing occur.

Growth in Christ is no different. We are called to challenge ourselves in new ways as
we grow in our knowledge and understanding of God. Next Sunday, Sept 12th, we will
begin our new schedule for Sunday mornings. We will continue to have worship at 8:15
and 10:45 but in between the services, there will be a time for growth and fellowship
for all ages. Sunday school and Confirmation classes will begin at 9:30. Adult
education classes, which will include High School students, will be held at the same
time.

Why is this change being made to our Sunday morning schedule? 

The first reason for this change is that we recognize the need for kids to be in worship.
We desire children to see their parents praising and worshipping God. We want kids to
see you confess your sins and receive absolution. We want kids to be loud and noisy in
the service. We want kids to hear the Apostle's Creed and the Lord's Prayer every
week. Kids of all ages are the next generation of not only Our Savior, but the entire
Church, encouraging them to participate in church now is a vital aspect of their
engagement in the future. So bring those kids into worship. Let them giggle, squirm,
and clap. The noise of a child is a welcome sound to the ears of this Pastor. Even if it's
my own daughter running upfront during the sermon. FP

Another reason for this change is that we are better together. The church should be a
place where challenging conversations occur and relationships are built regardless of
age, race, and gender. By creating space for these conversations to occur we are being
intentional in our desire to truly see Our Savior as one body of believers. It is out of this
desire that adults and high schoolers will be invited to the same classes on Sunday
mornings. In this class, adults and high schoolers will be challenged to engage with
God's Word in new and unique ways as they engage with each other in class. The
adult classes create an intentional opportunity for growth, mentoring, and expanding
relationships across generations.

We, your Pastors and staff, are excited about this opportunity and truly thank you for
joining us as together we embark on this new journey.

In Christ,
Pastor Josh



SUNDAY'S
AT 9:30AM

What's happening on

A D U L T S
CREATION TO CHAOS

Located in the Fellowship Hall
Join us as we dive into the book of Genesis! We will talk about God's awesomeness
and His good creation in the beginning, but then we rebelled and His once good
creation fell into chaos. Luckily we have a Father who doesn't let the story end there.
Each Sunday we will post a weekly discipleship guide to help prep you for the next
study that coming Sunday. Click here to check out week 1 before we begin on
Sunday!

C O N F I R M A T I O N :  6 - 7  G R A D E
BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Located in the Library

C H I L D R E N ' S  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L
Open Arms Wing - Rooms 8 and 10

C O N F I R M A T I O N :  T H I R D  Y E A R
CATECHISM

Located in the Music Room

H I G H S C H O O L
High school students will have the opportunity to learn and attend the adult Bible
study in the fellowship hall at 9:30, or serve - we encourage them to volunteer in the
nursery, children's ministry, or confirmation classes during this hour.

https://oslclaurel.org/events/adult-bible-study/


OPPORTUNITIESDiscipleship
d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k

The book of Hebrews was written to the young Christian church during a time of persecution.
Their world was turned upside down due to political upheaval, wars, economic instability,
sickness, as well as many other significant threats to their faith. Yet the writer to the Hebrews
uses these words to communicate that God is far more powerful than anything they were
facing. Jesus Christ, the true radiance of the Father, is more powerful than the angels,
celebrated prophets of old, and the priestly order. Jesus Christ’s new covenant supersedes the
old covenant because he fulfilled it. His kingdom, established through his blood of that new
covenant, extends by God’s grace through faith in the hearts of people, and his Kingdom will
never perish, spoil or fade. It is an unshakeable kingdom.
I don’t know about you, but right now I could use those words. I could be helped by spending
time meditating on those words and studying them. We’ve got some similar challenges facing
us right now, and I believe it is important for us to be reminded that when kingdoms of this
world shake when they collapse when they fall apart, there is a kingdom that remains
unshakeable.
Beginning Wednesday, September 15, we will begin a class on Wednesday evenings at 7:00
p.m. If you receive the Wednesday night ZOOM invitations already, you’ll be getting an
invitation in the next few weeks. If you haven’t been a part of the Wednesday night studies in
the past, let us know at the church office, and we’ll be sure to get you on that list.

A N  U N S H A K E A B L E  K I N G D O M
STUDY THROUGH THE BOOK OF ESTHER

Wednesday's at 7:00 via Zoom

M A N N A  I N  T H E  M O R N I N G
STUDY THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

Tuesday's at 9:30 am in person in the fellowship hall

M A N N A  F O R  M O M S
A T IME OF STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP  FOR MOMS

Thursday's at 10:30 am via Zoom
for more info contact the church office: office@oslclaurel.org



Confirmation is now on Sundays beginning Sept 12!
Come into the Open Arms wing of the church Sunday morning and we will
get started!
Foundations
(typically our 6th-7th graders) will start off the year in the Old Testament,
gaining an understanding of the story of God and His people. 
Catechism
(typically 8th graders) this year we will start off with the 10
commandments in the catechism.

Our first youth group night is on Sept 15!
All students in grades 6-12 are invited to youth group on Wednesdays
from 7-8:30 PM. We will be meeting in the fellowship hall as a group for
games and devotions. Then we will split into middle school and high
school discussion groups for the remainder of the time.  

Upcoming Events...
SEPTEMBER 12: CONFIRMATION
SEPTEMBER 15: YOUTH GROUP BEGINS

If you know of someone who is in need of a youth group home, please
don't hesitate to reach out! Although we are in a time of physical
separation, we have made an effort to make sure our youth have the
opportunity every week to be active in God's Word and in fellowship 

Contact Natasha Bowlds to get connected
natasha@oslclaurel.org

Y O U T H

A picture from our beach camping trip!



F A I T H  W A L K  B R I C K S
Did you know you can order a brick with an inscription of your choice for
the "Faith Walk"? Started about 20 years ago, this brick pathway on the
south side of the front garden was recently completed as part of the
front garden renovation! The walkway contains all of the previously
partially completed path bricks, along with several hundred new plain
bricks - any of which can be removed and replaced with a newly
inscribed one. To purchase a brick with your inscription, please fill out
the form in the "Faith Walk" brochure located on a wall rack in The Way.
The cost is $75 and benefits the OSLC Open Arms Christian Child
Development Center!

The Our Savior Lutheran Church Book Club celebrates its
25th Anniversary this year! It was started in 1996; Carol
Ann Snyder, Nancy Olsen, Laima Kuring, Jaime
Haversack, and Rhoda Williamson were among the
original members and it is still going strong.

The Book Club affords an opportunity for book lovers to
meet at church in an informal setting to have fellowship
and fun while discussing a monthly book selection. Most
of the books are literary fiction, with an occasional
nonfiction choice.

Join us this September as we share our thoughts about
The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson, a
thoroughly researched account of the Great Migration of
Black people from the U.S. Deep South to the West and
North from 1920 to 1970. 

The October selection is I Capture the Castle by Dodie
Smith, followed by Before We Were Yours by Lisa
Wingate in November. In December we have a Christmas
luncheon at a member’s home and watch a movie based
on a book we have read.

We always welcome new members! Please contact
Cynthia Manock or the church office at 301-776-7670.

B O O K
C L U B
B E G I N S

every second
saturday of the
month at 10 am in
the prayer room



To the editor:

Since our days attending college at Frostburg State, we have visited Garrett County. In 2015, when
we finally decided to make this our retirement home, our first step was to tell our friends and family.
We wanted a more rural community and had enjoyed coming to the county for years. Since 1987,
we had owned a townhouse here on the lake and spent most of our vacation time enjoying all the
county had to offer.

Most of our “downstate” friends said either “Don’t go,” or “You will be missed.” No one said, “Good
riddance” at least to our faces. But the most unique one-of-a-kind comment was from our pastor.
We were attending Our Savior Lutheran Church in Laurel, Md. He told us of an annual one-week-
long mission trip that he, other leaders, and teens from the church had been doing for years to
Garrett County. Working with Community Action, they come here and generally build handicap
ramps for county residents who need them and would not be able to get the ramp without their
help. The costs are borne by the team from the church in Laurel.

So, I confess that this expanded my perception of what would become our retirement home. This
group sets out once a year to assist others as a way to show their teens through this “servant
event” that need exists even in a community that is perceived as a resort destination. There are
unaddressed needs in Laurel as well, but it is helpful, is it not, to have perceptions challenged with
education? The teens that travel here from “downstate” benefit in having their view of opportunity
expanded as well.

Garrett County is a great place to live, and we enjoy being retired here. We are grateful for all it
offers and our “downstate” friends always enjoy their visits to us and we enjoy having them visit. It
is indeed a great resort destination, which should be celebrated as well. And there are many great
groups similar to the Laurel group assisting others in the county. This is a compassionate place. I
am also thankful for the entrepreneurial spirit and the opportunity that it provides to the many
owners and employees of the “tourist-based economy,” as the Chamber of Commerce calls it.

Since our days attending Frostburg State, we knew that the community was more than a vacation
destination. We even participated in assisting others through local groups similar to the Laurel
church group. But we needed this reminder. This time, I participated with the Laurel team in
building a handicap ramp for a senior in need. The mission to Garrett County continues and, with
the increased cost of materials, was more difficult this year. It is my hope that this letter will
enhance a link between the local Lutheran churches and Our Savior Laurel Lutheran Church in
Laurel, as well as expand generally what we consider an opportunity.

Clinton Bradley
McHenry

O P P O R T U N I T Y  A T  H O M E
A n  A r t i c l e  o n  O S L C ' s  t i m e  a t  G a r r e t t  C o u n t y



October is Pastor Appreciation Month; how can
we show our appreciation?
Christmas Giving Tree
We will not have a service activity for this monthly
meeting
LWML District Christian Life Retreat October 15-
17 in Reston, Virginia
LWML Sunday, October 3
Brief Devotion and Prayers for our OSLC Family

Day: Sunday, September 12
Time: 12:15-1:20
Place: Fellowship Hall at OSLC

At the September meeting:

Bring a light snack to share if you like; Nadine Hiers
has offered to bring a snack! 

 “My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes
from Him.” Psalm 62:1 // I pray that you have had time
to rest in our Lord while we “rested” in the month of
August. 

Our July meeting was productive and timely. We
made 15 purple OSLC Hope Bags for women who
have lost a child. The bags included letters of
encouragement, marked Bibles; other gifts included a
laminated poem of comfort (from Mary Ellen)
devotional books, pocket prayer cloths, and various
soothing lotions, and lip balms (from Cindy Arnold),
and other items. Our bags were timely, as two bags
have already been gifted to two grieving Mothers.

OSLC HANDBELL CHOIR

Lutheran Women of Our Savior (LWML)

The OSLC Handbell Choir will have its 1st fall rehearsal on Thursday, September 30 at 6:45 PM. The rehearsals are
approximately one hour, with the polishing of bells after the rehearsal. We are finished by 8:00 PM. The bell choir
rings on average once a month, for various Sunday services and for an Advent and Lent service. 

We are in need of ringers this fall. We have been blessed to have the same ringing team for several years. However,
we have one member who is moving, one member who has taken on a part-time job, and other members who have
health concerns. So, we are in need of volunteer ringers.

What does it take to become an OSLC bell ringer?
Attending rehearsals: we are a team that depend on each other, the ability to count to six, enthusiasm in praising
our Lord and Savior, and the ability to work well with others.

You don’t need to read music, but that helps some people. If you would like to try ringing in our choir, please contact
Christine Maconachy

Any questions, concerns, ideas; contact Christine
Maconachy 
clmacon@aol.com  or 410-292-3575

MITES
Thank you, EVERYONE, who have been faithfully
collecting pennies, dimes, nickels, and more for the
MITES! The last two mite boxes collected were filled to
the brim with pennies, pennies, and more pennies!
AWESOME! 

Your MITES will be helping to support mission grants
for the Chesapeake District and for the National
LWML mission grants. Our very own, OSLC will be
receiving an LWML Chesapeake District of $3500 for
Educational supplies very soon, as enough mites have
been collected to fund our OSLC mission grant. Other
national grants include: Healing the Invisible Wounds
of War through Horses; Spirit Warrior, Central Maine,
Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients, Gospel Outreach
to Women and Children in Mongolia. You can visit
lwml.org and click on missions to view all the mission
grants your mites will be supporting. 
 
Your mites can be placed in the green wicker basket
on the Ministry Table at OSLC or in the LWML
mailbox in the storage room parallel to the Open
Arms playground. BLESS you, for your donations and
for helping to spread the Saving Word of God through
your precious mites.

Love in Christ, Christine Maconachy

mailto:clmacon@aol.com


S U M M E R
high l igh ts

summer at the movies

vbs

garrett county

assateague

Our first ever summer movie nights was a success!
We fundraised over $400 for our missions team. We
look forward to more nights like this where the Our
Savior family can join together with our community
and Open Arms families to enjoy time with one
another in fun fellowship! Stay tuned for next
Summer!

Despite the challenges of Covid that have persisted
through 2021, we wanted to make VBS happen this
year - and we did! We had about 25 kids attend in
person. We also had an online presence - we made
videos and went live for our families at home and our
Open Arms family to join in on the fun, praise, and
proclamation of our Lord, Jesus. It was not possible
without all of our awesome volunteers - TRUST
JESUS!

Some of our youth and leaders spent time in God's
creation, with God's people, and in service. Irene -
the homeowner they served was so thankful for all
the hard work they put into completely re-building
her a ramp to get her safely to her front door.
"We worked. We worshiped. We rested and played.
It’s been a retreat and a mission and we have been
blessed." - Garrett County Crew

A successful youth camping trip to Assateague State
Park is in the books! No storm kicked us out this year!
The weekend was full of ocean waves, volleyball,
campfire talks, games, and time in God's word
together. We learned that God uses broken people
all throughout the Bible, as kings, as queens, and
that He can use us to do His good works too! Christ
redeems us, God's precious children.



BIBLE STUDY
OPPORTUNITIES

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

We need your help! There are many ways to
serve on Sunday: greeters, ushers, AV team,
and more! Contact us here if you can help!

Food Bank is operating (9/11), come help
out on Friday around 6 pm to help package
food and/or this Saturday to help set-
up/distribute at 8 am!

First Tuesday of every month a team from
OSLC serves food to those in need at a
soup kitchen that feeds those in need of a
meal in the community. 
Contact us to get connected!

Sundays 9:30 am- Adult Bible Study: Creation
to Chaos, a study through Genesis.
Tuesdays, 9:30 am - Manna in the Morning: A
book study through the Gospel of Matthew.
Wednesdays, 7 pm - Zoom Bible Study with
Pastor Peter through Hebrews.
Thursdays, 10:30 am - Manna for Moms: a time
of fellowship and study for moms.

Contact the church office for more information for
the studies below at office@oslclaurel.org. If Zoom,
links will be in the Pulse weekly email!

HERE IS YOUR
FALL PLAYLIST!

SUMMER SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Check out our Fall playlist on
Spotify. Click here to head to
the playlist. Take a listen!

Serve on Sunday 8:15 & 10:45

Smiling Souls Food Bank

Elizabeth House

https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/
https://oslclaurel.org/ministry-contact/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6cxA9qHKENA7KbjH9htNMN?si=61b9c7fa28ff4ef5

