
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
  
On Wednesday night I led a Bible Study on Acts 4, 
where Peter and Paul were arrested by the police 
for healing a man who had been a lame beggar his 
whole life.  The police were the temple guard, and 
they were told to go arrest them by the Sadducees, 
who were annoyed by the advancement of the 

early Christian church following the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost.  Jailed for 
the night, the next day, Peter and John faced a trial for showing kindness and 
love.  When they couldn’t decide how to punish them, the Sadducees told them to 
keep quiet about Jesus. 
  
But when you believe in something, you simply can’t keep quiet. 
  
The murder of George Floyd has created a firestorm of emotions that run in nearly 
every direction.  There is anger over the senseless death of an unarmed black man 
offering evidence that deep seated hatred seethes in the hearts of many people on 
the basis of nothing but the color of their skin.  There is sadness and mourning over 
the fact that this kind of hatred still is deeply rooted in every facet of our society 
impacting our African American community.  There is fear of the “other” and 
suspicion, along with the fear that we can’t or won’t change. 
  
As a white man, I personally recognize my status in our country.  I have enjoyed the 
privileges that every person in this country should enjoy, while my brothers and 
sisters of different colors, races, cultures, have unjustly suffered prejudice, 
discrimination and full-blown racism in many ways.  I stand with you.  I sit with 
you.  Wherever injustice is to be found.   
  
It has been our vision at Our Savior Lutheran Church to be a diverse congregation, 
reflecting the diverse community in which we are planted by the Lord.  We aren’t 
moving.  Here we stand, we can do no other—as brothers and sisters of various 
colors and cultures to listen to one another, love one another and seek to be a 
reflection of our Lord. 
  
Jesus wasn’t silent.  He stood up for those whose voices were silenced in his day.  He 
spoke up with a Galilean accent that the Jerusalem elite criticized.  But speak up he 
did for the Samaritan woman at the well—the woman caught in adultery—the man 
born blind—and so many more.  He spoke to those in positions of authority, and 



didn’t back down.  Our Lord stands with us against hatred that steals, kills and 
destroys.  He stands against the lies of Satan that too many still listen to.  He stands 
with love, and when he couldn’t stand anymore, he died with love in his heart even 
for those who hated him.  Three days later, he rose again, because hate doesn’t have 
the last word in his story, which is our story.   
  
Let’s not be silent about it.  We can change.  We can be transformed by the power of 
the resurrected Lord, whose victory leads us to the death we share with Him—a 
death to sin and its power over us, as well as the resurrection we share with him—a 
resurrection to new life guided by the Holy Spirit. 
  
Over the last few years, I am thankful that the women in our church have started a 
dialog on the racial divide called “Be the Bridge,” which has been a blessing to all 
those who have participated.  We need this dialog to continue, and other 
conversations besides.  I pray that our congregation can be a part of the solution to a 
far-reaching problem, a place of crucial conversation, prayer, and healing. 
  
Let’s stop, look, listen, and love.  Please pray with me: 
  
God of grace, show your love this day to those who need a special measure of 
it.  Forgive us for the sins we have committed knowingly and the sins we have 
committed unknowingly.  Teach us to value all life as You do, loving others as we love 
ourselves.  Restore our relationships where they are broken.  Help us to listen.  Help 
us to learn.  Help us to seek to understand and to be compassionate towards each 
person regardless of what that person looks like or what their story holds.  Fill us, 
Holy Spirit as we continue in this season of Pentecost with a renewed zeal for 
unity.  In the powerful name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen! 
  
Please let me know how I can help you.  I’m here to listen, and to love.  Let me do 
that. 
  
In the love of Christ, 
  
Pastor Peter 
 
 


